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MISTAKES, 


; S,' by my Buſineſs and Converſation in the 
1 A World, I have many Opportunities of 


4 
$41 
1 
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(3) 


making my ſelf acquainted, not only with 
the Commerce of Foreign Nations; bur 


I alſo wich the Strength and Situation of their Domi- 
nions, and the Relation they bear to each other, I 


hope it will not be look'd on as a Breach of Mo- 
deſty in me to ſay, that, I think, I am more capa- 


ble of knowing how they may be attack'd or in- 
jur'd, than a Country Gentleman, or an Officer of 
onr Land Armies, who never was at much pains to 
inquife into the Situation or Circumſtances of Fo- 


® reign Countries. Nay, if I ſhould look upon 


my felf as a better Judge than ſome Miniſters, 
and ſome ſuch we babe bad who have betrayed u 
moſt unpardonable Ignorance in this reſpect, there 


3 engaged in. 


could be no Ground, I think; for accuſing me of 
Vanity and Self: ſuffieiency. 83 
And as from the Call of the Houſe I ſuppoſe; that 
the State of the Nation will be brought under Con- 
ſideration in this Seſſion of Parliament, I think my 
ſelf obliged in .Conſcience, and in Duty to my 
Country, to publiſh my Thoughts upon 1bat Subject; 


becauſe I think we have been guilty of moſt dan- 


gerous, If not fatal, Miffakes or Neglefts, in the Com- 
mencement and Proſecution of the War we ate now 


have no Acceſs to, I have no Correſpondenee 


with, Miniſters or Under-Miniſters, therefore I have 
no way of communicating my Thoughts to them; 
and beſides, I know that ſome of my 7 
5 A 2 | -who 
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oh have applied that way, imagine they met with. 
. Attention. Some of the — | 
Parliament I have the Honour to be acquainted: } 
ih but they are ſuch as are fo far from having” 
47% $M Fvifluence upon the Majority of either Houſe, that 
"every thing they fay is induſtriouſly, tho? I am con- 
vinced falſly, repreſented to proceed from Envy, 
Malice, or Diſappointment, and that therefore no 
Regard ought to be had to it. In theſe Circum- 
ſtances, I have no Method but this, of communi- 
cating my Thoughts to thoſe who ought to be made 
acquainted with them ; and my doing it in this way 
will, I hope, be thought no Diſreſpect to his 
Majeſty ; for as the Glory of his Reign depends up- 
on the good Succeſs and happy Iſſue of the preſent Var, 
the Affection and Eſteem I have for my Sovereign, 
as well as the Love and Regard I have for my 
Country, render it, I think, incumbent upon me to 
ſhew, in the moſt publick and the moſt effectual 
Way I can, that, if one may judge of our future by 
our paſt Conduct, we are in Danger of being obliged 
to conclude this War by a diſhonourable and deſtruc- 
iiue Peace, or to carry it on in the moſt tedious and 
the moſt ruinous Manner. | 
In order to make this Danger the more apparent, 
I ſhall ſhew what Methods we might, in my hum- | 
ble Opinion, have taken for puting a ſpeedy and ho- 
nourable End to the War; in the doing of which I 
ſhall give the Reaſons for every Step I propoſe ; 
and then I ſhall in the moſt reſpectful manner, that 
is poſſible, conſider the Methods we have hitherto 
taken for defending ourſelves or annoying the Ene- 
my: After which I ſhall ſtate and anſwer ſuch Ob- 
jections as may be made againſt the Methods which 
I think we ought to have taken in commencing 2} 
and proſecuting the War; and conclude, with 
ſhewing the dangerous State we ſeem to be in at 
preſent. | 


I know, 
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(5) 0 
1 * 
I xknow, this will be repreſented by State Mere 
ñnaries, as expoſing the Weakneſs of my Cpufftry rg & 
but alas! our Weakneſs, I mean the Weakneſs of * Bec 
tal dur Conduct, is too generally, too fatally-known. 4 ** © 
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k— A Miniſter who knew nothing of the March 
oN- of the French Troops into Tay in the Tear 1733. 
V, till he had it from @ Brother Merchant of mine in 

01 | the City, who had an Account of it by a Letter from 


his Correſporident at Geneva, may perhaps imagine, 
that foreign Courts know as little of our Affairs as 
he does of theirs; but I can aſſure him, that no Court 
in Europe, eſpecially - that of France or Spain, de- 
rives its Knowledge of our Affairs from weekly Jour- 
nals or Pamphlets, either ef the one Side or the 0- 

ther. They have their Intelligence by Channels 
that may much more certainly be depended. on 
and, begging Pardon for the Expreſſion, the Miniſ- 
ters they have at this Court ought to be hanged if they 
had not! for it is the Duty of every foreign Miniſter, 


to be a diligent and a watchful Spy upon the Court 


and Country where he reſides. 

This is the Duty of every Man that is ſent as a 
Miniſter to any foreign Court; therefore he ought to 
ſpare no Coſt that is neceſſary for procuring the beſt 


rent, and moſt certain Intelligence, which is to be got 
um- chiefly from the Underlings and Favourites of Power, 
J % and not from thoſe who, either by writing or talking, 
ch I have declared themſelves zo Friends to the Adminiſtra- 
ole 1 tion,——It is by this Channel that foreign Miniſters 
that uſually get their Intelligence: lt is by this Chan- 
1erto |! nel alone, they can get ſuch Intelligence as may be 
Ene- uſeful; and if we have not proper Intelligence of 
Ob- this ſort from every Country in Europe, I am ſure, 
hich it is not owing io a Want of ſecret Service Money. 
cing Having obviated this Objection I ſhall obſerve, 
with that as our Plenipotentaries were to meet at Madrid 
n at with the Spaniſb Plenipotentaries, in Purſuance of 
che late Convention, about the 4th of March laſt, 
| | it 


. 
* 
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t be ſuppoſed, that our Miniſters had an A0. f 
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f their firſt Conference before the End of: 1 
"4 1 Mauth, and that they from thence at laſt found 
* 2200 a a War was inevitable. This, I ſuppoſe; :: 
was the. true Reaſon of our not recalling Admiral. 
 Hadidoth's Squadron, and of our not ſending Orders 
do ſuſpend the Fortifications and new Plantations in q 
. — Carolina and Georgia; which, the King of Spain 
ö | ſays, we exprelsly promiſed ; and therefore, in his 
Manifeſto, he loudly; complains of our Breach of 
Faith in both theſe Articles, and from thence, a- 3 
mongſt other Things, takes Occaſion to impute to 
us the firſt Cauſe of the War. But as his Catbolict 
ey ſeems to be zo Enemy to our Miniſters, what- 
ever he may be to the Nation, he takes Care to aſ- 
cribe this Cauſe, not to our Miniſters, but to the Diſ- 
tontemed Party amongſt us, that is to ſay, to the 
whole Nation, except a few of thoſe who are the Fa- 
vourites of the Adminiſtration. And, indeed, I 
believe his Cathdlick Majeſty is in the Right.o—] 
do not know but he had ſome Reaſon to expect 
greater Condeſcenſion from ſome of our Miniſters; _ |: 
than he could expect from the Nation. 6 


However, if our Miniſters ſaw, as I ſuppoſe they 
l did, that the Spirit of this Nation would not allow 
the co make ſuch Compliances as were neceſſary for 
ſatisfying the Pride of the Spaniſo Nation, I muſt 
$ from thence conclude, that before the End of March 
1 even our Miniſters began to look upon a War with 
4 | Spain as inevitable. What in this Caſe were we 
to do ?—It was not, tis true, proper for us to iſſue 

any Letters of Repriſal, or to commence Hoſtilities, 

till the 24th of May; becauſe we could not till then 
judge certainly of the King of Spain's Intentions; 

and. it was prudent in us to wait till the firſt real 
n= 2 the n 1 _ the Articles * 

ed by. bis Majeſty, ſhould be made by the Court o 
EN urely, we ought to have * 


1 


fs dat Moment to prepare, at leaſt in a private Jr 
15 bor War; and how were we to prepare? ECG ES 
3 Spdaix, we knew, was a Nation, that durſt netiogak * Y _ 
** dur Squadrons in the face at Sea.———A Squadron 

of 15 Line of Battle Ships before Cadiz, another of 

tte like Number in the V Indies, and a third of 

5 the ſame Number upon our n. Coaſts, was, we 

” knew, ſufficient to lock up their Men of War in 

f their Ports, and to prevent their attempting to make 

dan Invaſion upon any Part of our Dominions,—By 
having tbres fuch Squadrons at Sea we ſhould have 

k made it impoſſible for them ta do us any Injury, ex- 

7 cept by their Privateers; and for preventing this, a 

few Fourth or Fifth Rates ta ſerve as Convays to 

. our owe Ships, and to lye in the way for intercepting 

i their Ships bound to or from the Ma India; and a 

5 great Number of Sixth Rates and. armed Slqgops, to 

tj | cruize upon their Coafts, in order to intercept their 

2 Privateers, and to give Notice to our Merchant Ships 

a not to approach the Ports or Coaſts of Spain. would 


27 have made it difficult for them to annoy our Trade, 
y and very dangerous to carry on any Trade of their 
4 X own. : | l po 

w l For this Purpaſe we ſhould, in my humble O- 


Ir Pinion, have had at leaſt Eight 20 Gun Ships and 

{| armed Sloops, with Three or Four 4th or 5th Ratgs, 

5 ſtationed in the Mediterranean, and actually u 

th Duty there; together with at leaſt Twelve 20 Gan 

FE Ships and armed Sloops, and Six 4th or 5th Ra 

a A ftationed upon the Coaſts of Portugal and Galicia, 

„„ and in the Bay of Biſcay, and actually upon Duty in | 
en their ſeveral Stations, before we had publiſhed Re- | y} 
3 Þ prijals, or committed any Act of Holllity-io Europe. 4 
al ÞF. As for the Weſt-Indies, we had. no. Occaſion | 


1c to ſend many 20 Gun Ships or armed Sloops to that 
of Part of the World: If we had taken Care to have 
an ad a Squadron of 15 Line of Battle Ships there, with 
at three or four 20 Gun Ships, beſides the Guard Ships 
uſual 
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Save been ſufficient to protect their own 
and intercept that of the Enemy; eſpecially, 
if we had taken Care to give proper Encouragement to 
the armed Veſſels fitted out by private Adventurers, 
1090 attack thoſe of the Enemy.——And as for our 
oon Coaſts, a Squadron of 15 Men of War, with 
our uſual Guard Ships and Cuſtom-houſe Sloops, would 
have been ſufficient to have protected our Trade at 
Home, and to have ſecured us againſt any Invaſion 
that could have been made by /o impotent an Enemy. 


have been proper to have had a go Gun Ship, and 
an 80 Gun Ship in the Squadron kept at Home, 
and in that ſent to the Coaſts of Spain; and for the 
ſame Reaſon there ought to have been an 80 and a 
yo Gun Ship in the Squadron ſent to the Veſt-Indies; 
but all the reſt ought to have been 4th Rates of 60 
or 50 Guns, or 5th Rates of 40 Guns; ſo that the 
Number of Seamen neceſſary may be eaſily com- 
puted as follows, viz. 
In the three Squadrons propoſed, 


Ships. Guns. Mien. Totals of Men. 
2 90 1170 
3 80 1560 
x 2 440 
16 60 5840 
20 50 5600 
3 6 
p ET -aq008 


H - 
ime of Peace, we might have truſted for the 
gur own People in that Part of the World, 


out ſuch a Number of Privateers, as 


For the Honour of the Brit Flag it would 
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10M Totals offi? 
- oY Brought over 1418 
 F-*- Cruiſers in the Mediterranean. 
+ Ships. Guns. Men. 
k 'H 50 560 
2 400 400 
+ 960 


Cruiſers on the Coaſts of Portugal and 
Gallicia, and in the Bay of Biſcay. 


* 7 


3 50 840 
3 40 600 
6 Ta | 1440 
Small Ships and Sloops in the Mediteranean. 
5 20 650 | 
3 Sloops 225 
| Small Ships and Sloops on the Coaſts of 
Portugal, &c. | 
18 20 1040 
4 Sloops 2 
112 = 2 1305 
Small Ships and Sloops in the Weſt.-7Indies. 
4 20 5 360 


1 


Total of Seamen neceſſary 19150 


This Number of Seamen and Marines would have 
been neceſſary for protecting our own Trade, and 
intercepting that of the Enemy, beſides the Number 
neceſſary to be kept up in Times of the moſt pro- 
found Peace, which I cannot reckon at above 8000; 
beaauſe that Number _ at leaſt once of late Years 

| | been 
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thought ſufficient by Parliament; ſo that ac: 


_ "88 ©- of-Seamen neceſſary for carrying on the War againſt 
Spam would have amounted to no more than 27150 
Men. Now, as we had the Year before a much 
large, N umber than 8000 Seamen actually in Pay, if 
25 we had begun about the End of March laſt with 
. railing 5 or 6000 Marines, I mean Marines really 
+... defigned for Sea Service, and not marching Regiments 

under the Name of Marines, I believe it would 
have been very eaſy, between the End of March 
and the End of June, which was the ſooneſt we could 
have had Uſe for the whole Number I have propoſed, 
to have raiſed by Degrees the additional Number of 
Seamen we ſtood in need of, without preventing the 
uſual Supply of Coals for the City of London, without 
any Embargo upon our Trade, without much Preſſigg, 
and without making any fuch Fracas, as mightgive 
a real Alarm to Spain. 

As our Parliament was then ſitting and our preſent 
Miniſters could never complain of not being ſupport- 
ed by Parliament in any vigorous Meaſures they but 
ſeemed reſolved |to purſue, *twould have been eaſy 
co have obtained the Authority of Parliament, 

without declaring the ſecret Intentions of our Adminiſtra- 
tion, both for raiſing the Marines, and for any new 
Regulations that might have been thought proper 
for encouraging Seamen to enter voluntarily into his 
Ma jeſty's Service. The Convention was, tis true, 


neceſſary to augment our Forces both by Sea and 
Land, in order io enforce the Performance of that Con- 
vention, and to perfect that Preliminary by a defini- 
tive Treaty, which was an Argument that had gffes 
before been made Uſe of with Succeſi, tho? never fo 
well faunded as it was upon that Occaſion, — 
Nay it was. gſterwards, upon the 11th of May, made 
Uſe of with Succe/s > when both Houſes of Parlia- 

| ment 


78 to what I have propoſed, the whole Number” ; 1 


41 * 
* 
*. 


approved of, but it might have been ſaid, that it was | 


4 
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ac: went granted his Majeſty 2 Yote of Credit, wall 
ner” inſiſting upon his Reaſons for demanding it. 
© firmed in it from what afterwards happened) N 
not have taken the Alarm at any Preparations 

j could have made; for they had /o often before ſeen us 
make great Preparations, when we did not ſo much 
+ as intend to make an angry Uſe of them, that very 


vas an Advantage we might have drawn from our 
many former ex penſiue Preparations; and then ir could 
have been no longer ſaid, that they were quite aſeleſß. 
III we had intercepted the Azogues and Caractd 
Ships, before the Spaniards began to ſuſpect any 
Thing of our Intentions, ſome of the elegant Au- 
thors in the Gazeteer might have inſiſted; with more 
Reaſon than uſually appears in that Paper, upon 
the great Uſe a Nation may make of expenſive 
Preparations which, at the Time they are made, ap- 
pear to vulgar Eyes to be quite uſeleſs. But 
the Patron of that Paper ſeems reſolved, that they 
hall never have the leg Appearance of an Argu- 
ment to make Uſe of, in Favour of his Management ; 
and therefore I am ſo far from deſpiſing, that I 
really pity theſe poor Authors, when I fee them 
vriggling round the little Compaſs of their Wit and 
Underſtanding, to find Excuſes and Panegyrics for 
the Conduct of ſuch an obſtinate and unreaſonable, 
tho' bountiful Patron. | 
Wich ſuch Preparations and ſuch a Diſpoſition 
df our naval Force, as I have mentioned, I believe 
twill be allowed, that it would have been impoſſible 
for the Spaniards to have taken near the Number of 
our Merchant Ships they have done. It would 
have been almoſt impoſſible for any of their Priva- 
teers to have ſet their Noſes to the Sea: At leaſt if 
they had, we ſhould probably have had a good Ac- 
count of them before * could return into Port: 

2 — an_'n 


inſt N Even the Spaniards, I believe, (and I a e 


probably we might have caught them napping ; which 


2" 


. And, f we had thus taken Care that it ſhould not. 


een in their Power to make any Advantage 
Par, the Loſſes they muſt have met with, and 
Meulties they muſt have been reduced to, would 
ſoon have made them weary of it. 5 
Having thus ſhewn what Preparations we ought | 

to have made for our Defenſe at Sea, and for inter- + 
cepting the Trade of the Enemy, I ſhall next ſhew 
. - what Methods we ought, in my humble Opinion, 
co have taken in commencing and proſecuting the War. 
| For this | Purpoſe I muſt obſerve, that, as the 
Spaniards had a Term of four Months for making 
that new fort of prompt Payment which was ſtipu- 
lated by the Convention, we were obliged to wait 
till the 2445 of May, the laſt Day of that Term, 
before we could iſſue Letters of Repriſal, or ſend | 
any Orders to our Men of War to commit Neſti- 
lities.— However, as we had great Reaſon to ſuſpect, 

that this prompt: Payment would not be made within 
the Term limited, and were reſolved, as I hope we 
were, not to grant a new Term, we ought, as I have 
ſaid, to have begun our Preparations by the End of 
March at fartheſt, and upon the 25th of May we 

ought to have diſpatched Orders to our Commodore 
in the Weſt Indies, to have begun to make Repri- 
ſals; but our Orders for making Repriſals, both in 
Europe and America, ſhould have been iſſued and 
managed in @ very different manner from what they 
were, for theſe Reaſons. F 
We were no way obliged to give the Spaniards | 
Notice of our having iſſued Repriſals ; but on the 
| contrary we ſhould have concealed it as much, and 
as long as we poſſibly could, that we might have 
had ſome rich Prizes in our Hands, before the Spa- 
niards could have the leaſt Pretence to make any 
unjuſt Repriſals upon us; for as we had done them 
no Injury ſince the Treaty of Seville, they had 
uo juft Title to make any Repriſals upon us, and 
| could 


1 ( 13 ) : * . E 
not. duld not have ſo much as a Pretence for je 3 
tage ill they had heard of our having begun to fag '- * 
and / Repriſalt upon them, which they could not hae 
ould heard of, till after we had prepared, for preventing 

its being in their Power to return the Compliment 


ught upon us. Another Reaſon is, becauſe th Spa- 
nter- niards have no Ships in Europe that are worth tak- 


ing bur thoſe that are bound {ro or from the Weſt- 


nion, Indies; and none of thoſe Ships were expected to 
War. fail from Europe to the Weſt- Indies, nor were any 
the rich Ships expected from thence in the European 
king Seas, till towards the End of July; ſo that we could 
lipu- not expect to make any conſiderable Advantage, 
- wait by giving Orders for making Repriſals before that 
erm, Time; but on the contrary, by making Repriſals 
ſend upon their /mall Craft, we gave them Notice to keep 
Noſti- their rich Ships out of our Way. — And a third 
pect, Reaſon is this, as we had, or might have had a ſuf- 
vithin ficient Number of Men of War. both in the Euro- 
Þ we pean and American Seas, for making Repriſals, there 
ave 


= was no Occaſion for granting any Letters of Marque 
aud , to private Men, and much leſs for publiſhing any 
h we |} Proclamation for that purpoſe: Nay, from our Con- 
odore duct in 1727, we could not expect that any pri- 
eepri- vate Adventurers would put themſelves to the Ex- 
th in pence of fitting out Veſſels proper for making Re- 
| and priſals; ſo that the publiſhing of ſuch a Proclamation 

they could do us no Service, and would certainly do us 
Harm, by pucting the Spaniards upon their Guard, 


niards and affording them a Pretence to ſeize ſuch of our 
n the *'F Merchant Ships as were in their Ports or Harbours ; 
„ and therefore, I think, 'tis evident, that no ſuch Procla- 
have mation ſhould have been iſſued, at leaſt in Europe, 

2 Spa- till we had actually declared War. 

e any With regard therefore to the iſſuing and execut- 


them ing Orders for making Repriſals, we ſhould, in my 


7 had $ Opinion, have taken this Method, On the 
s, and | 25th of May, as before-mentioned, we ought to 
could 8 | have 
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** ©. -Swvediſpatched Orders for this Purpoſe to our 


ou to have been accompanied with Inſtructions, 
to Repp them as private as poſſible, to avoid appear- 
ing 4 hoſtile Manner within view of any of the 
pan Settlements in that Part of the World, and 
to keep at Sea, with ſuch Prizes as they ſhould take, 
BH as long as poſſible, in order to avoid giving the Alarm. 
* Then with regard to Europe, it was quite unne- 
| ceſſary to give Orders for making Repri/als. to our 
Men of War ſtationed in the Mediterranean or any 
of the European Seas, before the Middle of Faly ; 
tho' it would perhaps have been proper, even before 
that time, to have ſent private Orders to Admiral 
Haddock to keep a Look out, and to ſeize any rich 
Ship he ſh6uld find ſailing to, or returning from the 
Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, but with expreſs Inſtructions 
to keep theſe Orders as ſecret as poſſible, and to avoid, 
as much as be could, giving the leaſt Umbrage to 
the Spaniards z and that in caſe any ſuch Ship ſhould 
fall in his way, he ſhould immediately ſend Advice 
of it to our Conſul at Cadiz, that, he might give 
Notice to the Britiſh Ships in that, and the other 
Ports of Spain, to depart forthwith ;\ and that he 
ſhould, at the ſame time, ſend Advice home of what 
Had happened, that the Cruizers and ſmall Ships, 
deſigned for the Protection of our Trade, might be 
immediately ordered to ſail for their reſpective Sta- 
Hons. | pt | 
If no ſuch Prize had fallen in Admiral Haddock's 
way before the middle of July, which would proba- 
bly have been the Caſe, it would then, and not till 
then, have been time to have begun to act openly 
in Europe; and therefore, about that time, we ſhould 
have ſent out all the Men of War, ſmall Ships and 
Sloops, deſigned for the Protection of our Trade, 
to their ſeveral Stations before mentioned; and ſome 
additional Men of War ought to have been ſent for 
| | & moni 


odore in the Vaſt Indie; but theſe Orders 
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4 month or two, to the northern Coaſt of Spa | * ; 


7 : intercept the Azogues Ships in their Return; 


from the ſouthernmoſt Point of Portugal to ia 


hia in Spain, or rather to the Mouth of the Garron 
in France, we might have had Men of War, twenty 
Gun Ships, and armed Sloops, ſtationed almoſt within 
ſight of ane another; which would have made it al- 


moſt impoſſible for the Azogues Ships to have eſcap- -: 


ed us, unleſs ſome of thoſe Political Fogs had been-caft 
before our Eyes, which have formerly been of ſo 
great Uſe, for preſerving the Trangquillity of our Ad- 
winiſtration, and encouraging the Spaniards to diſturb 
that of the Nation. | 
At the ſame Time'that we ſent out our Ships to be 
ſtationed upon the Coaſt of Spain and Portugal, we 
ought to haye ſent particular and expreſs Orders to 
all Britiſb Ships in any of the Spaniſb Ports, to de- 
t immediately; and our ſtationed Ships ſhould 
ave had Inſtructions to hail every Britiſh Ship they 
ſaw at fea, and inform them of the Rupture, 
which would have preſerved ſeveral of our Mer- 
chant Ships that went beedleſly into the Spaniſh Ports, 


after the Rupture was known in Spain, and were 


of Courſe there ſeized and made Prize of.— But as 
it was very. much our Intereſt upon ſeveral Accounts, 
to prevent its being in the Power of the Spaniards 
to make any. Advantage of the War, as a farther 
Precaution, Orders ſhould have been difpatched oa 
the 25th of May to all our Colonies on the Conti- 
nent of America, not to ſend any of their.Ships to 
Spain, till fieſh Advices from Great Britain; be- 
cauſe in the Months of Auguſt, September, and OFo- 
ber, many. of their Ships uſually arrive in Spain 
with Fiſh, and the other Productions of thoſe Parts 

gf America. r 
The Rupture being now made, and all proper 
Meaſures taken, both for protecting our own Trade 
and annoy ing chat of the Enemy, it was high Fime 
to 
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gin to put in Execution ſuch Schemes as were 


42 


'3 E@fary for bringing about a ſpeedy and honourable 


Peace; for after the Rupture was once known thro? 


all:the Dominions of Spain, *twas ridiculous to think 


of doing the Enemy much Hurt at Sea; becauſe we 
might have foreſeen, that few or none of their Ships 
would put to Sea, unleſs it was Advice Boats and 
Privateers, the taking of which might be of great 


Service but little Advantage to us; nor could it oc- 
caſion any great Loſs to the Enemy, except that 


of diſtppointing them in their Meaſures for diſtreſ- 
ſing our Trade,—Therefore as ſoon as we ſaw that a 
War would be the neceſſary Conſequence of the 
Diſputes between the two Nations, which was, as I 
have ſuppoſed, about the End of March laſt, we 
ſhould have begun to provide for putting ſuch 
Schemes in Execution, as would be effectual for pro- 
curing us ſpeedily that Reparation, Satisfaction, and 
Security, which we were /o juſtly intitled to, and 
which had been /o long, and fo contempiuouſly deni- 
ed" us. - | 
For this Purpoſe we ſhould have begun to raife 
Marines, and to augment our Land-Forces by the 
End of March at fartheſt ; ſo that by the End of 
Auguſt, we might have had 6000 Marines on board 
our Men of War, and four or five and forty thouſand 
regular Troops in Britain and Ireland. By diſ- 
poſing of our Marines properly on board our Ships 
of War, and encouraging able bodied Landmen to 
enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service, we might have 
prevented our being under a Neceſſity of drawing 
too many Seamen away from our Trade; and by 
ſuch an Augmentation of our Land Forces, we 
might have ſpared 14 or 15000 of our heſt Troops to 
have been ſent upon ſome Expedition for attacking 
Spain at Land, and in that Part where we might 
moſt probably meet with Advantage and Succeſs, 
which I believe every one will allow to be * Ty 
| | Tk 


* 


to have ſet out upon ſuch an Expedition as ſootgs: 
declared War, we ſhould have begun to conte 


the Beginning of June, ſo as that they might have 
been all ready to fail by the End of September at 
fartheſt, for the Reafons I ſhall preſently ment ion. 


July; therefore, ſoon after we had ſent the Cruizers, 
ſmall Ships, and Sloops, neceſſary for protecting 
our Trade, to the Coaſts of Spain, we ſhould' then, 
and not before, have publiſhed a Proclamation for grant- 
ing Letters of Marque to ſuch as ſhould apply for 
| them; tho? even then no great Advantage could be 

expected from it; but we ſhould have reaped this 
| Advantage from it, that it would have made Spain 
publiſh ſuch another, as we find it actually did; 
and as they had no Right to iſſue any ſuch Letters 

of Marque, or to make any Repriſals, we ought to 
5 have made their doing ſo a Reaſon, as it really 
was a moſt juſt one, for declaring War in form; for 


t after the two Nations had once come to an open 
8 Rupture, it was our Buſineſs to declare War as ſoon 
f as poſſible ; becauſe, till then, we could not pretend 
d to prevent our Neighbours from carrying contraband 
1 Goods to Spain, nor could we, according to the moſt 


ſtrict Rules of Honour, ſend out an Army to attack 


_ the Enemy at Land, either in Europe or America ; 
80 and as the Month of Auguſt or September is the pro- 
* r, and the only proper Seaſon for ſending out a 
E Fleet and an Army, to attack them in America, 
K therefore we ought to have brought the Rupture to 
” an open Declaration of War by that time. 

_ My Reaſons for ſaying that the Month of Auguft 
'S or September is the proper Seaſon for ſending out a 
- Fleet and Land Army to attack the Spaniards in 
* America, are theſe. Firſt, About that Time of the 


Year the Air is more temperate than it is either in 
C Summer 
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W-t-Indies.=And that we might have bs 1 


for Tranſports, and prepare for victualling them, by 


As it would have been in ſome meaſure neceflaty * 
for us to declare our ſelves openly by the Exd- f 
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| Futon or Winter; and therefore the Soldiers could 
not ſukfer ſo much by being penn'd up in Tran- 
, ſpants, as they would do in the Summer or, Winter 
Months. Secondly, They would probably be landed 
in ſome of the Spaniſb Settlements in the Feſt- Indies 
in the Month of November or December, which is 
the coldeft Scäſon of the Year in all the Spaniſb 
Settlements on this ſide of the Continent of America; 
ſo that they would probably have done their Bufi- 
neſs before the hot Seaſon came on ; and would 
degrees be accuſtomed to bear the exceſſive Heats of 
the Summer in that Part of the World, And, 
Thirdly, The Months of Auguſt and September are 
in the Veſt. Indies called the Hurricane Months; be- 
cauſe, during theſe Months, Hurricanes and Torna- 
do's are frequent in thoſe Seas, which makes it dan- 
gerous for a Fleet, eſpecially a Fleet of Tranſports, 
to be ſailing upon them during that Seaſon 3 but if 
our Fleet had ſet out in Auguſt or September laſt, 
this Seaſon would have been intirely over before its 
Arrival in thofe Seas, and it might have got out of 
them again, in its Homeward Voyage, before the 
Return of that dangerous Seaſon : unlefs it had been 
thought proper to keep our Fleet, or a great Part 
of it, in that Part of the World, for tranſporting a 
Ti Body of Land Forces from one Settlement to ano- 
1 ther, in order to make new Conqueſts, or to bring 
1 new Diſtreſſes upon the Enemy. 3 
| From theſe Reaſons it is manifeſt, that we cannot 
prudently ſend out a Fleet and Land Army, for 
© 8 making an Attack upon any of the Spaniſh Settle- 
| ments on this ſide the Continent of America, but 
| in the Month of Auguſt or September; and if we were 
to make an Attack by Sea upon any of their Settle- 
ments on the other fide of that Continent,. the Fleet 
deſigned for that Purpoſe muſt take their Depar- 
| ture from hence in the Month of Auguſt or Sep- 
| Iiember at fartheſt; becauſe, as it would be obliged 
— to ſail round by the Straits of Magellan, the proper 
| bY — Seaſon 
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Seaſon for paſſing thoſe Straights is about the Tim . 


of our Winter Solſtice, which is the Summer 


' ſtice in that Part of the World, when thoſe Straights 


may be paſſed without Danger ; whereas, about the 
Time of our Summer Solſtice, which is the Winter 
Solſtice in the Southern Hemiſphere, not only the 
Strajghts but the Seas in that Part of the World 
are ſometimes fo full of Ice, that *tis dangerous to 
attempt paſſing them, or even to ſail round by Cape 
Horn, the Southernmoſt Point of America. 


Now as we cannot propoſe to compel the Spaniards 


to _ to reaſonable Terms, or to make any Con- 
queſts upon them that can be of Advantage to this 
Nation, but by attacking their Settlements in Ame- 
rica; we ſhould have thought of this, and begun 
to prepare for it, as ſoon as we ſaw, that a War 
would be the neceſſary Conſequence of our Diſputes 


with them. If we had done this, we might have 


been ready by the Znd of Auguſt to have embarked 
12000 of our beſt Troops, which, in my Opinion, is 
the ſmalleſt Number that ought to be ſent upon ſuch 
an Expedition ; becauſe it would be of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to the Nation to miſcarry 
in any ſuch Expedition; therefore, if this Number 


of Troops had not been thought fully ſufficient for 


the Purpoſe intended, a greater Number ſhould 
have been ſent, or a Reinforcement prepared to have 
been ſent ſoon after; and particularly we ought to 
have taken care to have the Troops we ſent thither 
provided with Cloathing fit for à March in that bot 
Country z for I muſt obſerve, that the Cloathing they 
have in this Country would be very unfit for them 
in that z which I hope thoſe whoſe Duty it is will 
take proper Care of, if we ever do ſend any Troops 
to that Part of the World. - 

But in order to have rendered ourſelves the more 
ſecure of Succeſs, and to have ſaved the Publick Ex- 
pence as much as poſſible, we ſhquld, the moment 
we declared War, have publiſhed a Proclamation, 

Me C 2 promiſing 
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— * | ( "20 ) | 
promiſipg all the Rewards and Encouragements we 


uld give, to ſuch private Adventurers and Volun- 


zeers; as ſhould join in the intended Expedition; 


which we might bave done without declaring the 
Place againſt which it was deſigned. 
ſame Time we ought to have ſent Orders to all 


- our Colonies in America, to raiſe as many Men as they 
could ſpare, and to have them ready to rendezvous 


at dt, Chriftopher's or Antigua, ſome Time in the 
Month of November. . ä 

By theſe Means, we might have invaded the 
Spamſh Settlements in America with an Army of at 
leaſt 20,000 Men; and ſuch an Army, with the 
Aſſiſtance they might, and would certainly have 
met with from our Seamen, would, in all human 
Probability, have been ſufficient, not only-for tak- 
ing, but holding, any of thoſe Settlements we might 
have thought moſt convenient and advantageous for 
this Nation. Nay, as the Spaniards could no 
Way guard againſt this. Danger, by ſending any 
Relief or Aſſiſtance from Old Spain, the very Ap- 
prehenſion of it might have forced them to give us 
a Sort of Carte Blanche; which would have reſtored 
the Honour and Character of this Nation at every 
Court in. Europe, and would have ſecured the Free- 


dom of our Trade and Navigation in all Parts of the 


World, much bette: than it is poſſible for us to do 
by any Treaty we can make; for when foreign Na- 
tions ſaw, that we not only wauld reſent, but could 
puniſh any Injury offered to our Trade, they would, 
all of them, have been cautious of giving us the 

leaſt Touch in ſo tender a Part. | 
Theſe are the chief Methods, which, in my hum- 
ble Opinion, we ought to have taken in the Com- 
mencement and Proſecution of the preſent War ; and 
after having thus fairly and openly given my Opi- 
nion as to what ought to have been done, I think myſelf 
at the more Freedom to examine what has been actually 
done; for if I cenſure, I have firſt expoſed myſelf 10 
= be 


And at the 
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be cenſured, which, I hope, will be allowed to be. | 
putting the Queſtion in Debate upon as equal a fag 


mg as poſſible. My next Buſineſs therefare 
ſhall be, to conſider the Methods we have hitherto 
actually taken; but before I begin, I muſt obſerve, 
that it has always been reckoned ridiculous in any 
Nation to declare War, till they were fully prepared 


to undertake ſome important Expedition againſt the - 


Enemy; and this Method of beginning a War is now 


become more uſual than it was in antient Times, — 


The Declaration of War is generally now accompa- 
nied with an Army, and often frft publiſhed by an Ar- 
my's entering the Territories of the Enemy.—lt iz 
needleſs to bring many Examples from Hiſtory for 
proving this to be the general Practice.—I ſhall men- 


tion only two; as being the moſt appoſite to the Caſe 


in hand, —In the 27th Year of Queen Elizabeth, that 
wiſe Queen foreſa w the Storm that was gathering a- 
| gainſt her, 1b it was then at a great Diſtance. —She, 
by the Vigilance and Dexterty of her Miniſters 
abroad, had pryed into the ſecret Alliance, formed 
againſt her and the Proteſtant Religion, by the Kings 
of France and Spain. Such a Project, *tis now 
plain from Hiſtory, they had formed; but before 
they could carry it into Execution againſt her, it 
was neceſſary for them to reduce and deſtroy the 
Proteſtants in their own Dominions, and to gain 
over to their Intereſt the King of Scotland, which 
they had then ſome hopes of. Upon this, that 
great Queen wiſely and bravely reſolved to ſupport 
the Proteſtants in France and the Netherlands, let 
the Conſequence be what it would; and at the ſame 


time ſhe began to take Meaſures for ſecuring the 


King of Scotland in her Intereſt, or otherwiſe; to 


give him enough to do at home. If ſhe had 
ſent Fools upon ber Errands to foreign Nations, or if 


ſhe had been ſo fond of Peace as to allow her Enemies 


to compleat their Schemes againſt her, by the De- 


ſtruction f ber Friends abroad, an End would very 


probably 


4 tabably have been ſoon put to her Reign, and to 
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Proteſtant Religion ; but by the Art and Vigi- 
Dgns of her Enemies, and by the Wiſdom and Re- 
ſo 

them, 


3 By ſending @ well choſen Miniſter to Scotland, and 
+. ſome other proper Meaſures, ſhe ſecured that King in 

| her Intereſt. About the ſame Time ſhe made 

a Treaty with thoſe Provinces of the Low Coun- 


tries that had united together for throwing off the 
Yoke of Spain; and, ſoon after, ſent them a pow- 
erful Aid. Tho? ſhe pretended that her Con- 
duct in this particular was founded upon, and in 
Purſuance of the antient Treaties between England 
and thoſe Provinces, and therefore no Breach of any 
of her Treaties with Spain; yet ſhe was too wile, 
not to foreſee, that ir would occaſion an open Rup- 
ture between her and the King of Spain; for which 
Reaſon ſhe reſolved to be beforehand with him. 


In Purſuance of this Reſolution, before ſhe ſent any 


Forces into the Netherlands, or took any other Step 
that might be looked on by Spain as a Declaration of 
War, ſhe made all the neceſſary Preparations for the 
Execution of her Deſign againſt Spain itſelf, and 
about the fame Time that ſhe ſent her Forces over to 
Holland, ſhe ſent out a Fleet with 2300 Land Forces 
on board, to attack the Spauiſb Settlements in America, 
which they accordingly did, and after doing infinite 
Miſchief to the Enemy, returned with a vaſt Booty. 

This was Queen Elizabeth's Conduct at the Com- 


moncement of her War with Spain; and this ſort 


of Conduct was continued during the reſt of her 


Reign. She did not content herſelf with carry- 


ing on a Pyratical Har only againſt that Nation: 
The Fleets and Armies ſhe ſent out often landed 
and plundered their Coaſts, in Old Spain as well as 
upon both Sides of the Continent of America; and 


yet England was not at that Time near ſo powerful | 
; as 


Jatice of her Miniſters abroad, ſhe diſcovered the De- | 
ution of her Miniſters at home, ſhe diſappointed | 
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as it is now, and Spain much more powerful { Nay; / 
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they were then a ſuperior Match for us at Sea, 
is fir from being the Caſe at preſent. . 

The next War we had with Spain happened dur- 
ing the ProteQorſhip of Oliver Cromwell. 
Whether it was juſt, or agreeable to the Intereſt of 


this Nation, is none of my Buſineſs to determine. 
Be that as it will, when the Protector reſolv- 
ed on a War with Spain, he did not begin with Pro- 
clamations or verbal Declarations; nor did he put 


the Nation to the Expence of any Preparations, 
either by Sea or Land, but what were aZually and 
immediately imployed againſt the Enemy. He 
did not ſo much as ſeem io be afraid of an Invaſion ; 
yet ſurely there was then a more general Diſaſfection 
in the Nation, than any Man will or dare ſay there 
is at preſent.————He began with ſending one Fleet 
to the Mediterranean, under Pretence of chaſtiſing 
the Algerines, but really with a View to protect our 
Trade in that Part of the World, during the War 
he intended to carry on againſt Spain; and the only 
other Squadron he prepared, was ſent out, with 5000 
Land Forces on board, and with Inſtructions which 
they were not to open till they came to ſucha certain 
Latitude. Theſe Inſtructions, when opened, were 
found to be moſt ſziifully drawn up, for attacking 
the « ago y in St. Domingo; otherwiſe called Hiſ- 
paniola, and for taking Poſſeſſion .of that Iſland, 
which would probably have ſucceeded, had not the 
General committed a moſt egregious Blunder, expreſ- 
ly contrary to his Inſtructions, by landing his Forces 


at a great Diſtance from the Town of St. Domingo; 


and this Blunder, I muſt confeſs, was of the more 
rnicious Conſequence, becauſe of the Fleet's hav- 
ing been ſent from England too late in the Near ;, for 
it ought to have been ſent out in September, whereas 
it did not depart till the 27th of December, which, 
with its long ſtay at Barbadoes, was the reaſon of its not 
arriving at Hiſpaniola till April, when the hot Seaſon 
| in 
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our Treaty with the Emperor in 1731; and under 


> (24) | 
in thay Climate begins to be extremely troubleſom 
ho Men bred in the moderate Climate of Great Bri- 
2. However, they did not entirely miſs of 
their Aim; for they took and kept Poſſeſſion of 
Jamaica, which has ſince brought in many Millions 
to this Kingdom. | 
Theſe two Examples will, I hope, juſtify what 

J have faid, with regard to the Meaſures we.ought to 
have taken at the Commencement, and in the Proſecu- 
tion of the preſent War; but having mentioned 
Queen Elizabeth's Wiſdom in foreſeeing, and taking 
Care to diſſipate the Storm that was beginning to 
ather againſt her in the 27th of her Reign, I muſt 
from thence take Occaſion to obſerve, and make 
ſome Remarks upon the Circumſtances of this Na- 
tion and the reſt of Europe in the Year 1733. 
By the Treaties of Hanover and Seville (neither of 
which could he of any great Advantage to this Na- 


tion, but both greatly for the Advantage of France, 


and both, I believe, we were led into by French Ar- 
tifice) we had firmly united the Courts. of France 
and Spain, and thrown ſuch a Bone of Contention be- 
tween the latter and the Court of Vienna, as we could, 
it ſeems, no Way remove, but by entering into a 
general and abſolute Guarantee of the Emperor's Prag- 
matick Sanfion, which we did, by our Treaty with 
his Imperial Majeſty concluded at Vienna in the 
Year 1731. By this Guarantee we in a manner 
divided Europe into two Parties: France, Spain, and 
probably Sardinia, and ſome of the Princes of Ger- 
many upon one Side; and on the other, the Emperor, 
Muſcovy, and Great Britain, with, the States Gene- 
ral, and ſuch of the other Potentates of Europe as 
we could engage of our Party. This was the 

K fairs of Europe were thrown into by 


Colour and in Confidence of the Guarantee we then 
agreed to, we ptevailed with him to conſent to the 


Introduction of Spaniſh Troops into the ſtrong Foe 
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of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia ; for as ha for . 
ſaw the Conſequence of that Introduction, he Won 
never have peaceably admitted of it, if he had hot 
depended upon our ſecuring him againſt hat Conſe- 
quence, in Purſuance of the general Guarantee we 
had engaged in. 


If we had cultivated the Alliance formed between * , , © 
the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, by their Treaty, * 
in 1725. inſtead of diſſolving it by our Treaty t 
Hanover, and the Meaſures we took after that Treaty, 
we ſhould have had no occaſion to throw the Affairs 


of Europe into the Syſtem 1 have mentioned, or to 
trouble our Heads much with any of the Diſputes 
that. might happen in Europe, perhaps for many 
Years after. — The Queen of Spain would not 
have ſo much as thought of the Kingdom of the two 
Sicilies for her Son Don Carlos; ſhe would have con- 
tented herſelf with the Poſſeſſion of the fine Dutchies 


of Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia ; and ſhe would 


have depended upon the Emperor for protecting her 
in that Poſſeſſion. This would have united the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid ſtill more and more; 
and the Emperor and Spain would have been a Match 


for France, without much Aſſiſtance from us.. 


They might perhaps upon Occaſion have ſtood in 
need of our Fleet; and this would have obliged both 
to court our Friendſhip. But after having re- 
united the Courts of France and Spain, and raiſed a 
Jealouſy between the latter and the Court of Vienna, 
it became neceſſary for us to throw the Affairs of 
Europe into this Syſtem, in order to keep up a Ba- 
lance of Power in Aurope ; and beſides, it became 


neceſſary even for our own particular Safety; for as 


we then ſaw, that Spain would give us no Satisfaction 
for the many Depredations her Guarda Coſta's had 
committed upon our Merchants, nor give up the 
Right ſhe pretended to, of interrupting our Navi- 
gation, — ſearching our Ships in the American Seas, 


and even ſeizing and confiſcating them upon the fri- 
: D volous 
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v log Pretence of Contraband Goods; and as we 

had ien ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that in theſe un- 
juſt Pretenſions, Spain would be ſupported by France; 

we were under a Neceſſity to provide for our own 

Safety, by forming a Party upon the Continent, ſuf- 

ien: for oppoſing, with our Aſſiſtance, the united 


* » "1 5 NT < mn 
.. 4 Power of France and Spain. 
Nr N 71 2 . 
2: If this Light therefore, our becoming Guarantee 


* 


e Sanction, and thereby entering into 
u Sor of Alliance with the Emperor and Muſcovy, 
may be cõnſidered as a wiſe and neceſſary Meaſure; 
tho* Fam now convinced, it was thought on by ſome 
People, 'only as a /emporary Expedient for getting free 
of that Dilemma, into which we had thrown our- 
ſelves by the Treaty of Seville, with Regard to the 
Introduction of Spaniſh Troops into the ſtrong Places 
of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia, inftead of the 
neutral Troops ſtipulated by the quadruple Alliance; 
for if it had been thought on as a Meaſure to be 
ſteadily purſued, it became abſolutely neceflary for 
us to take proper Meaſures, in Conjunction with the 
Emperor and Muſcovy, for ſecuring Poland in our In- 
tereſt, in order to render the Alliance between the 
Emperor and Muſcovy the more effectual, by giving 
them an Opportunity to join their Forces, as ſoon 

and as often as Occaſion might require. | 
What we did in this, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine. It was not thought proper even 10 let our 
Parliament into the Secret. 
know, took proper and effectual Meaſures ;* and 
this brought the War upon the Emperor, which was 
begun, without the leaſt Provocation on his Part, to- 
wards the latter End of the Year 1733, the late 
King of Poland having died the Beginning of that 
Year.- 
not engaging in this War, is, I confeſs, beyond my 
Reach; for to me it appears, that we were in Ho- 
nour, as well as by Treaty, obliged to aſſiſt the 
Emperor: Nay, for our own Sake, we were, 
| ds obliged 


But Mauſcovy, we 


What Excuſe we might then have for 


I think, 
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to our own liking, but to have put it out of the 


or Navigation for many Years, perhaps forever af- 
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obliged to aſſiſt him; for what Juſtice, what Satiſ- 
faction, could we expect from Spain, as to Iny @ 4 
the Diſputes then ſubſiſting between the two Nati 5 


W 
if the Enperor ſnould, by our Indolence, be obliged 
to accept of any Terms his Enemies ſhould be pleaſed 
to grant him? In my Opinion, there was nothing 
more eaſily to be foreſeen, than that this Nation- 
would be the next Sacrifice; and therefore, if we had 


imitated the wiſe Queen Elizabeth, we certainly would. 


have flown to the Aſiſtance of the Emperor, at. the 
very Beginning of the War; for we could not but 
foreſee, that the longer we delayed, the more heavy the 
War would fall upon us. „ 
Surely, it was not Fear that prevented our en- 
gaging; for a cloſe Alliance between Muſcovy, Po- 
land, Germany, and Great Britain, would have been 
able to give Laws to Europe. Moſt of the other 
Powers of Europe, except France and Spain, would 
have gladly joined in the Alliance; and in that 
Caſe, we ſhould have been able, not only to have 
ſettled all our Diſputes both with France and Spain 


Power of either, to have diſturbed us in our Trade 


ter. I am not ignorant, that the Neutrality 
the Dutch had agreed to, was at that Time aſſigned 
as a Reaſon for our not aſſiſting the Emperor. 
Our engaging in a War againſt France and Spain, 
whilſt the Dutch remained neutral, was repreſented 
as being of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our 
Trade. How the Dutch came to agree to that 
Treaty of Neutrality, or whether it was not occa- 
ſioned by the Opinion they had formed of our Conduct, 
or ſome Intimation they had of our ſecret Reſoluti- 
ons, I ſhall not pretend to anſwer ; but ſurely, we 
are not in all Caſes to meaſure our Conduct by that 
of the Dutch. We might perhaps have reaped 
more Advantages by engaging in the War without 
the Dutch than with 1 5 3 becauſe we ſhould — 
| 2 ave 
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have been at Liberty to have puſhed the War in the 


Veſi-Indies, without Controul from any of our Allies; 


ac By conquering ſome of the Spaniſh Settlements, 
and l deſtroying thoſe of the French, in that Part of the 


World, our Trade would have gained more than it 
could have ſuffered by the War. But what ren- 


dered this Objection of no Weight was, that we 


might then have foreſeen, that in a few Years we 


' ſhould be obliged to engage in a War with Spain, 
perhaps both with France and Spain, at the Time 


when the Dutch might probably enjoy a perfect Tran- 
quillity.———T his, in my Opinion, ought to have 
determined us to engage, without the leaſt Regard 
to what the Dutch might do; for *twas certainly bet- 
rer for us to engage at that Time, when we were ſure 
of powerful Allies, than run the Riſk of being in 4 
few Tears obliged to ſtand ſingle and alone, in a War 
againſt the united Power of France and Spain. 

Upon that Occaſion, tis true, we fitted out Squa- 
drons, and raiſed new Armies, but thoſe Squadrons 
and Armies, like ſome of our preceding Armaments, 
ſerved only to drain t own Coffers.—— We took 
no effectual Meaſures for ſupporting that Syſtem of 
Affairs in Europe, which, as I have already ſhewn, 
we had, by our Treaties of Hanover and Seville, 
rendered neceſſary for our own Safety: Nay, we did 
not ſo much as take that Opportunity to inſiſt pe- 
remptorily upon, for if we had, we ſhould certainly 
have obtained, full Sai faction, Reparation, and 
Security, from Spain, ſo that at laſt, with empty 
Coffers, as was declared by one Gentleman, and 
without one Ally, as was declared by another, we 
found ourſelves obliged to engage in a War againſt 
Spain, at a Time when we knew, that Spain would 
be privately, if not openly aſſiſted by France. 

But why ſhould I ſay, we found ourſelves ob- 
liged? „lt was not by Accident, 'twas not 
by the cauſele/s Obſtinacy of Spain, that we were 
obliged to enter into the preſent War. — It was 

. originally 
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originally occaſioned by a Mifake and a Want of V, * yt 
gour in our 0wn Condugt. The Spaniards C . 
tainly have a Right to ſeize any Britiſh Ship, they  * F. 
find carrying on an illicit Trade with their Settle. 


ments in America. But when a Britiſh Ship hass 

been ſeized and confiſcated upon that Pretence, the 0 | 
Court of Spain, and much leſs their Governors in \ | 
the Weſt-Indies, cannot pretend to be the /ole and i 


ſupreme Judges, whether that Pretence be well found-:* 
ed. When Complaint is made to gur Court, & 
that a Britiſh Ship has been unjuſtly ſeize&upon: bat 17 
Pretence, and Juſtice denied or delayed in the or- 1 
dinary Courſe of Law in Spain, which is a Com- 
laint that muſt be made to our Court, before the 
hip can be formally reclaimed by his Majeſty, 
our Miniſters have a Right to judge whether the Pre- 
tence of Seizure be well founded, and they are in 
Duty bound to examine ſtrictly into the Truth of 
the Facts alledged, before they adviſe his Majeſty to 
reclaim. We put an Indignity upon ourſelves, 
if we reclaim without a juſt Foundation. Buc 
when we do reclaim, it is a much higher Indignity, 
it is behaving like a little petty-fogging Norfolk At- 
torney, to allow the Court of Spain, or any Court 
in the World, to conteſt the Fads with us. We 
ought then to accept of no Excuſe, no conditional 
Orders for Satisfaction and Reparation to the Party 
injured; and if Satisfaction for the Affront, and 
full Reparation for all Coſts and Damages, be not 
attually made within fix Months, the Term limited 
for that Purpoſe by Treaties between Spain and us, 
we ought to grant Letters of Marque to the Party 
injured, or we ought to give Orders to our Men of 
War to make Repriſals. This is the Duty of 
every independent Nation in every ſuch Caſe; and 
if we had taken this Method, when the Spaniards 
firſt began to ſearch and ſeize our Merchant Ships 
upon fal/e Pretences of illicit Trade, we ſhould have 
had no more of it.. They would not _ de- 
| clared 
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clared War againſt us, on Account of our making 


Ip Repriſe in a regular Way, for one ſingle Ship, nor 
+ woul 


they in ſuch a Caſe have iſſued counter Re- 


5  orifabe If they had, we ſhould have entered into 


the War at tbat Time, with more Advantage than 
we do at this, and I am ſure, with Jeſs Loſs, and 
more Honour. | 
The Obſtinacy the Spaniards have ſhewn, I may 
therefore juſtly ſay, is not cauſeleſs.- A Puſil- 
lanimity in our Conduct, has been the Cauſe of an Ob- 
ſtinacy in theirs. No Court in the World will 
expreſsly order their Subjects to make Satisfaction 
and Reſtitution, if they are not compelled to give 
ſuch Orders by a perempiory Demand from the Court 
whoſe Subjects have been injured, _—lIf we had 
made ſuch a Demand for the fir Britiſh Ship that 
was unjuftly ſeized, it would have been complied 
with ; bur by our accepting conditional Orders, and 
their continuing their Depredations, our Demands at 
laſt amounted toſuch a Sum as was worth the while 
of Nations to contend for ; and thus we have, by 
our own Conduct, been involved in the preſent 
War; in the Commencement and Proſecution of which, 
J have already ſhewn, what Meaſures we ought, in 
my humble Opinion, to have taken. Whether 
they would have been prudent or not, will beſt ap- 
pear from comparing them with the Meaſures we 
have taten; and therefore I ſhall now proceed to 
give a compendious Hiſtory of our Conduct, ſince 
the End of March laſt, ſo far as it appears from 
publick Papers; for, thank God! I am not acquaint- 
ed with any Secrets of State. | 
From the End of March to the Beginning of June, 
J do not find the leaſt mention made in our News 
Papers of any Preparations for War, nor can I learn 
by any Sort of Intelligence, that we began to make 
ſuch, either. in a publick or private Manner; from 
whence I muſt conclude, that for two Months after 
we were well aſſured of a War's being inevitable, we 
made 
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B 2 made no Preparations for it, and con — that gs 2 | 
vpe loſt o entire Months, which ſhould have been . 
employed in raiſing Marines, augmenting our Lang * 
and Sea Forces, and in repairing our 20 Gun Ships, 
a and Sboops, or building new ones; becauſe, theſe were 28 
| the Ships, which, in a War with Spain, we ſhould „ 
4 have moſt Occaſion for. Me Ei I 
I | Soon after the Beginning of June, indeed, ien 
5 Regiments of Foot were ordered from Ireland, but 
l for what Purpoſe I cannot comprehend ;. for no Man 
2 could think we were at that Time in any real Dan- 
6 ger of a formidable Invaſion upon any Part of Great 
E. Britain, and 1 8000 regular Troops, or even a ſmaller 
1 Number, are always ſufficient to repell any Num- 
1 ber of foreign Troops that can at unawares be 
a thrown in upon us. In my Opinion, we ſhould 
d have /ent ten Regiments of Foot 10 Ireland, which 
5 by proper Augmentations we might have ſpared, 
e under Pretence of being afraid of an Invaſion in 
7 that Kingdom, inſtead of bringing ten * 
IT from thence ; and my Reaſon is, becauſe the Port of 
ly Cork in Ireland is the moſt proper Place of any in 
5 the Britih Dominions, for an Imbarkation againſt 
r ahy of the. Dominions of Spain, either in Europe or 
* America. | 
e About the ſame Time that theſe Regiments were 
0 ordered from Ireland, we began in the moſt publick 
e Manner to prepare for War. — A bt Preſs for 
n Seamen was begun: An Embargo. laid 
* our Trade: Proclamations publiſhed for en- 
couraging Seamen to enter into his Majeſty's. Service, 1 
H and for calling Home thoſe in foreign Service 5 
VS Orders iſſued for making a great Addition at onca = 
n to our Land Forces: Directions given to our | 
de Lords Lieutenants to have the Militia in good Or- : | 
m der. The Right Honourable Horatio Walpole, 
er E; his Lady and Family, ſent upon an extraordi- 
A nary Ambach to Halland; and as great a Noiſe 


made through the whole Nation, as if we had been 
| upon 
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n the Brink of being invaded by a new Spaniſh 
ado, or of entering upon one of the moſt dange- 
ron and deſperate Wars this Nation was ever engaged 
in.———Theſe alarming Preparations we ſhould 
have had no Occaſion for, if we had begun to pre- 
pare about the End of March; and conſidering 
what has ſince happened, I can ſee no Effect they 


bad, but that of diffre/ing our Trade; preventing 
dhe. uſual Supply of Coals for the City of London, 
Which has this Winter been moſt ſeverely felt; amu- 
ſing our own People, and giving Warning to our Ene- 


mies to take Care of themſelves, which they did in 
the moſt effectual Manner they could, by ſending 
eight or ten Advice Boats, one after another, which 
they were permitted to do without Interruption, to 
their Azogues Ships then upon their Return from 
America, to ſteer the moſt proper Courſe, for avoid- 
ing falling into the Hands of our Squadrons. 

I ſhall grant, that when Admiral Vernon ſailed the 
2d Time from Port/mouth, if he had then proceeded 
directly upon his Voyage, if he had met with no 
Storm nor contrary Wind, he might perchance have 
met with the Azogues Ships: But if he had, it would 
not have been owing to his Inſtructions, ſo far as I 
have been informed, but by mere Accident; for 


thoſe Ships had, by the Advice Boats ſent them, re- 


ceived Orders to ſteer directly for the Iſland of 
Uſhant, one of the Northernmoſt Points upon the 
Weſt Coaſt of Britany, and from thence to ſteer 
along the Coaſt of France, till they came to the 
Northern Coaſt of Spain; to the End certainly, that 
in Caſe any of our Men of War had come up with 
them, they might have run into the next Port of 
France, or that, in Caſe of Neceſſity, they might 


have run themſelves a Shoar upon the Coaſts of that 


Kingdom, where they were ſure of meeting with Pro- 
teckion. Now if Admiral Vernon had met with no 
Storm, nor contrary Wind, he might perhaps by 
Accident have been off the Iſland of Uſbant, _ 
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the Azogues Ships were juſt making that Point, and ©, ** 
by this Chance he might have intercepted them; 
but if he had been at that Time, or any other 


Time, in the Station where he was ordered to wait 
for them, it would have been impoſſible for him to 
get Sight of, much leſs to intercept them. 

Thus it appears, that the Azogues Ships were not 
in the leaſt D 


ſailed not from Portland Road till the firſt of Auguſt, 
and the Azogues Ships arrived ſafe at St. Andero in 
Spain, after having coaſted along the whole Weſtern 
Coaſt of France, the very next Day, that is, on the 
2d of Auguſt. ———- The contrary Winds he met 


with has ſince, indeed, ſerved us in good Stead, as 


an Excuſe for our Diſappointment with Regard to 
thoſe Ships; but methinks *cwas truſting a little too 
much to the Winds, to put off the Departure of 
Admiral Vernon's 5 till the 23d of July, 
led from Portſmouth; for ſuppoſe 

we have no ſecret Intelligence, ſuppoſe we are at no 
Charge for that Purpoſe, the publick Accounts we 
had from the Vaſt - Indies of the Axoguęs Ships gave 
us Reaſon to ſuppoſe, they would have hcen at- 
rived before that Day at ſome of the Ports of Spain; 
and they certainly would have been fo, had they 
ſteered their Courſe directly for Vigo, or any of the 
Ports in that Neighbourhood. Therefore, if they 
had fallen into our Hands, I may with ſome Reaſon 
ſay, it would have been owing to their Caution in 
endeavouring to avoid us, and our Backwardneſs in 
preparing xo intercept them, p | 
Bur = to 2 5 282 Hiſtory: As 
we began ſoon after the fiyſt of June to prepare opens; 
ly for War, ſo I reckon x4 pac the ſame Time 
or ſoon after, Orders were ſent to Admiral Haddock 
to make Repriſais ; for os End of ——— or 
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anger of being intercepted by any 
Meaſure we had defignedly taken; and by the Storm 

Admiral Vernon met with, they were in no Danger 
of being taken, either by Accident or Deſign; for he 
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ſoon after the Beginning of Faly, he appeared in a 
+- -buftile Manner before Cadiz, and notified his Orders | 
to the Spaniards by making Prize of ſome of their 


His Teeth, till he was ſure be could bite in the moſt ſen- 
ible Part. hut at laſt, in order to declare to 
the Spaniards our Intentions, in as publick and as 
aul bentick a Manner as poſſible, a Proclamation for 
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and a Declaration of War ought always to be ac- 
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ſmall Craft ; for which he certainly had expreſs In- 
ſtructions; for as no Man can doubt of that Gentle- 
man's Conduct or Courage, if he had been left to him- 
felf, *tis probable, he would have delayed ſbewing 


Repriſals was iſſued on the 1oth of July, and imme- 
giately publiſhed in all our News Papers ; which was, 
in my Opinion, at leaſt a Month too early; and 
what was flill worſe, it was publiſhed before we had 


ſent a /afficient Namber of War Ships to the Coaſts of 


Spain, either to intercept their Trade or protest our 
own. . 
Upon this Occaſion I muſt enforce what I have 


already hinted, that when Juſtice is refuſed or un- 
reaſonably delayed, a Nation may grant Letters of 


Margue to private Men, or may give Orders to their 
Ships of War to make Repriſals upon the Nation that 
refuſes to do Juſtice z but it is no Way neceſſary 1 
give Notice of their having done ſo, nor is it requiſite, 
either by the Cuſtom or Law of Nations, to iflue ſuch 
Orders in a publick Manner; and, I believe, a Pro- 
clamation for general Repriſals, except againſt a pub- 
lick declared Enemy, was never publiſhed by any Na- 
tion but this, nor by this before the happy Era of 
our preſent glorious Adminiſtration; therefore, ſuch a 
Proclamation ought generally to be rather the Conſe- 
quence than the Forerunner of a Declaration of War; 


companied with an Attack in that Place 'where the 
e Hurt may be done to the Enemy. If we 
ad taken both the Caracca and Azogues Ships, nay 
if we had. intercepted the Flota or 22.5 by Vir- 
tue of private Orders for making Repriſals, and 2 
r= 20 es ore 
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fore any Declaration of War, the Spaniards could 
not have complained of any Breach of the Law-of- 
Nations; for they had not only moſt unreaſonably 
delayed doing us Juſtice for many Nears, but alſo, 
they had for many Years continued heaping Injury 
upon Injury, Inſult upon Inſult, and Cruelty upon 
Cruelty, till at laſt the Patience of our People, tho“ 


I cannot Tay the Patience of our Miniſters, contd, 


bear it no longer. e 

I ſhall for Brevity's Sake paſs over ſeveral other 
Steps of our Conduct in Europe, which cannòbt, I 
think, be ſaid to be altogether blameleſs; and now 
with Regard to our Conduct in America. We 


ſent away, tis true, our Orders for making Repriſals 
in America upon the 15th of June, at leaſt they 
were of that Day's Date, which was near « Month 
before our publiſhing any Orders for that Purpoſe in 
Europe.——T his was ſo far right; but why theſe 
Orders were not diſpatched upon the 25th of May, 
is what I cannot account for; for I muſt think, we 
had long before that Time given over all Hopes of 
being able to do any Thing. by our favourite Method 
of Negotiation. We had certainly apan that Day 


a moſt juſtifiable Reaſon for iſſuing ſuch Orders 


and we had a Squadron and Guard Ships in Ameri- 
ca, ſufficient for protecting our own Trade, and inter- 
cepting that of the Enemy. If ſuch Orders 
had been diſpatched upon the 25th of May, and 
_—_— long as poſſible, we might have got 
Poſſeſſion of ſome rich Prizes, before the Spaniards 
in that, or any other Part of the World, had heard 
of our Squadrons having fuch Orders. But 
this, *twould ſeem, was not our Deſign ; for as ſoon 
as theſe Orders arrived, they were publiſhed in all our 
own Settlements in the Meſt-Indies; and leſt our own 


£ 1 ſhould keep the Secret, which twas their In- 


tereſt to do, our Commodore ſailed from Jamaica, 
with five or /ix Men of War, and appeared in 4 
beſtile Manner, or committed ſome Ad of Hoſtility, 
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before every one of the chief Spaniſb Ports in that 


7 


Part of the World; tho' he knew it was not iti his 
Power to do the leaſt Harm to any of their Settle- 
ments at Land, nor to any of the Ships in their Har- 


bours.—For this he could not ſurely have Inſtruc- 
tions ; becauſe it was defeating the very Deſign of 
ſending ſuch Orders to the Weft-Indies, ſo long be- 


. Fore they were publiſhed in Europe. It could ſerve 
no Purpoſe but that of letting the Spaniards in thoſe 
Parts know, that there was a Rupture between the 
two Nations, and that if they ſent any Ships to Sea, 
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they would probably be taken by our Men of War, 
or by the armed Veſſels fitted out by Private Ad- 
venturers; and, I believe, it has anſwered what ſeems 
to have been the Deſign ; for I fancy we ſhall hear 
of our not having had much better Succeſs in the 
Seas of America, than we have had in thoſe of Eu- 
rope. 
oe as to our Exploits at Land in America, J muſt 
confeſs, I expect to — no better Account of them. 
—— —- We have ſent, *cis true, an Admiral, with an 
additional Number of Ships, to that Part of the 
World; but we have ſent no regular Troops, nor any 
ſort of Force proper for making a vigorous and ſuc- 
ceſsful Deſcent. ——T herefore, barring a few inſig- 
nificant Incurſions, I expect to hear of nothing but 
anoibir Baſtimento's Expedition; and ſurely we do 
not intend to keep a Squadron hovering before the 
Havana or Porto Bello, as long as the War may laſt 
le ween us, and Spain, which may be for this Twenty 
Years, unleſs it be hereafter pnſhed in, a different 
Manner from what it has hitherto been, | 
Laſtly with regard to our Conduct. in general, both 
in Zurope and America, I muſt obferve, that we have, 
in my humble Opinion, fitted out a much greater 
Number of large Ships of War, and a much ſmaller 
Number of 20 Gun Ships and armed Sloops than we 
have occaſion for in a War with Spain; and even 
with regard to the Ships we have fitted out, I can- 
8 not 
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tercepting that of Spain. But whether it be ſo of 
not, will beſt appear from the following Lift of the 
Ships that were in Commiſſion, and the Places at 
which they were ſtationed, in the. Month of Auguſt 


true Lift. 


Ships ſtationed at Home. 


Rates. Ships. Rates. Ships. 
Second, Namure. Faurib, Chatham. 
Third, Princeſs Caroline. Dunkirk. 
Ruſſel. Ruby 
Buckingham. Severn. 
Grafton. Advice. 
Prince of Orange. Panther. 
Orford. Tilbury. 
) D a D 
- Cumberland, York: 
1 Princeſs Amelia. . — I” 
- Norfolk.” Rocheſter, 
- Fourth, Sunderland Lichfield. ' _ --- 
t Aſſiſtance. RR 
) Newcaſtle,  _ Wincheſter, ..: -... - 
e Portland, Fifth, Pearl. 
t Lyon. Ludlow. a 
y Superbe, _ Cloos, Bonetta. 
t Weymouth, Cruiſer. 
Deptford. = IF 
pl Warwick. Hound, 
A __ EL Otter. 
r _ SPY. 
* Come. IL Tala. | 
e Centurion. Swift. = 
n St. Albans, . Royal Eſcape, - 
* Colcheſter. p Alderny. — 
4 a | 


4 N Ships 


not thinłe they were diſpoſed of in the moſt proper 
Manner, either for protecting our own Trade, or in- 


laſt ; which I have good Reaſon to believe to beg 


4 
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Rates. Ships. 


Third, Somerſer. 
L ancaſter. 


5 TE _—_ - Tpſwich. 

on” © : - Lenox. 

: B Elizabeth. 

| Kent. 

Fourth, Canterbury. 
Plymouth. 
Gloceſter. 
Cheſter. 
Falkland, 


Rates. Ships. : 
_ Third, Burford. 
Fourth, Wi 
„ 
Strafford. 


Falmouth. 
Norwich. 


Rates, S 
Fourth, Rumney. 


Ships ſtationed in the Mediterranean. a 


Edinburgh. 


Ham ung a Court, 


. Princeſs Louifa, Sloops, Drake. 
Spence, 


—_ — 
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Ships. 


Fourth, Auguſta. 


Pembroke, 
2 
xford. 


„ Eltham. 
Durſley. 


Dolphin. 
Greyhound. 
Garland. 
Kennington. 
Alborough. 
Solebay. 
Grampus. 


| Ships ſtationed at Jamaica. 


Ships. 
Diamond. 
" Torrington, 


Sixth, Sheerneſs. 


Shoreham, 
Blandford, 


Ships ſtationed at Newfoundland... 


Ships. 


Sixth, Deal Caſtle. 


Ships 


ps 


- 
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Ships ftationed in the Vft-Indies in general, 
and in Africa. 
Rates. Ships. Stations. 
Fourth, Salisbury. Africa. 
Fifth, — f Barbadges. 44] 
Angleſea. R 5 
— 7 Angus. 
Hector. 4 
Sixth, Flamborough. Neu York. © 
Squirrel. New England. : 
Tarar. 7 e 
| taſh. Leeward Iſlands. 
Shops, Wolf. Virginia. 
HFawk. Georgia. 


_ Having now given; as I at firſt propoſed, an Ac- 
count of the Methods which, in my humble Opinion, 


we ought to have taken, and likewiſe of the principal 


Methods we have actually taken, in the Commencement 


and Proſecution of the preſent War, I ſhall proceed 


to conſider the Objections and Difficulties that may 
perhaps be ſtarted, as to the Poſſibility or Prudence of 
our taking the Methods I have propoſed. 

With regard to the Poſſibility of our taking ſuch 
Methods, it may in the firſt Place be ſaid, that it 
was impoſſible for us to raiſe Seamen or Marines for 
our Navy, or Recruits for our Army, ſo quickly as to 
fir out the Number of Ships by the Time I. have 
propoſed, and much leſs to go upon any Expedition 
in the Month of Auguſt or September laſt. | 

4 this Head I mult confeſs, that the many pa- 
cific Squadrons we have of late Tears fitted out, and 
the Treatment our Sailors have mer with, has ren- 
dered them all very much aver/e to his Majeſty's Ser- 
— and the Uſes we have made of our Army, to- 
8 


0 


with ſome Practices lately introduced, relating 


\.this Opinion. As for our 


to the Preferment of Officers, and the Clothing and 
Pay of Soldiers, has, I'm afraid, made that Service 
diſagreeable to many Men of true Honour and Cou- 
rage, wha would otherwiſe be ambitious of ſerving 
their Country. But there was ſuch a Spirit among 
our People in genera], to ſerve __ the Spaniards, 
that, if we had begun in March laſt to prepare, I am 
convinced we ſhould have had both Seamen and 


; Zandmey ſufficient for all the Purpoſes I have men- 
- tioned by the End of Auguſt ; and the Facility our 
© -Officers-have met with in raiſing Recruiis both for 


the Marine and Marching Regiments confirms me in 

inion.—1 ; won there were more 
Seamen actually in his Majeſty*s Service before the 
End of July laſt, than would have been neceſſary 
for all the Naval Preparations 1 have propoſed.— 


By what I have propoſed, we ſhould have had oc- 


caſion for but 26790 Men in the whole, on board 
the Navy; and it was far from being neceſſary to 
have all theſe thorough bred Seamen. One third of 
a War — at leaſt, may conſiſt of 
Marines and able- bodied Landmen; ſo that we ſhould 
not have had uſe for above 18000 Scamen; and it 
was computed that upon the 1165 of July laſt, there 


were 26500 Men in his Majeſty's Sea Service, the 


far greateſt Part of which were real Seamen ; for 
every one knows, how ſhy our regulating Captains 
were to accept of any Landmen. Therefore, if we 
had begun in March laſt, we might, before the End 
of Auguſt, have had both Seamen and Landmen ſuf- 

cient-for all I have propoſed. + 53 

In the next Place, it may be objected againſt the 
Poſſibility of the Meaſures i have propoſed, that as 
we have @ Pretender to our Crown, and a diſaffefied 
Party in the Kingdom, we were in' Danger of an 
Invaſion, and therefore *rwas neceſſary to provide for 
our defending ourſelves, before 'we could think of 
offending the Enemy; and that for this Reaſon it 
was abſolutely necęſſary to augment our Land 
FEE Forces, 
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Forces, and to fit out a great Number'of large Men 
of War, in order to have a good Army at Land, 
and a formidable Squadron upon our own Coaſts, for 
preventing an Invaſion, which rendered it impoſſible 
for us to fit out ſuch a Number of ſmall Ships as I 
have propoſed, or to ſend ſuch a Number of our 


beſt Troops upon any Expedition in the Month of Ku. | 


guſt or September laſt. 


molt readily grant, that whilſt we have a Rretenden 
to our Crown, we muſt have ſome diſafeed' Ner- 


ſons amongſt us; and ſuch Men, by reprefenting 


their Numbers to be much more conſiderable than 


they are, will always be endeavouring to ſtir up our 
Enemies to invade us; but this is a Danger. which 
a wiſe and a popular Miniſter will always deſpiſe. — 


It is a Danger with which a wicked Miniſter will 


always endeavour to frighten us, and a weak one will 
really frighten himſelf, When a weak Miniſter 
has, by bis Blunders, raiſed a general Diſcontent and 
Clamour in the Nation, he mult be ſenſible of that 
Difcontent, he cannot but hear the general Murmur 
of 'a whole People; but as Men never aſcribe a 
Misfortune to any Failing in themſelves, if they can 
ſuppoſe another Cauſe for it, ſuch a Miniſter will, 
in his own Imagination, convert that general Diſcon- 
tent, into a general Diſaffettion to the King then up- 
on the Throne. —He will imagine, that the King, 
like himſelf, has no friends in the Nation, but ſucb 
as are paid for being ſo; therefore when we hear a 
Miniſter and his Favourites making high Complaints 


againſt the general Diſaffection that prevails among 


the People, we ought in Duty to the King, and in 
Juſtice to the People, ro conclude, that the Miniſter 
is either a wicked or a-weak Miniſter ; and from ſuch 
a one we can expect no Vigour in the Proſecution of 
a Foreign War.—The Power and Strength of the 
Nation will be exhauſted in providing againit an Inva- 
ſion, inſtead of applying 1 making a vigo- 

rous 
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By way of anſwer to this Objection I all get ; 


* 


5 * 


rous Attack upon the Enemy. — Such a Miniſler will 
always be like a true genuine Poltroon, who. is ſo care- 
> ful of his Carcaſs, and ftands ſo much upon his Guard, 
* that he never once thinks of making a Puſb at his 
. Enemy, or does it in a Manner ſo faint, that it may 


7X ö \ We be eaſily paried. 


For this Reaſon, when I hear the Terrors of an | 


* vi 
. %. 


S - Twog/ian made uſe of as an Argument for or againſt 
+ pzgwures propoſed, I am always apt to ſuſpect it 


ef ne or Weakneſs; and, I think, I had never 
© monrg:Veaſon, than upon tbis Occafion —It-was im- 
pale for Spain to invade us with a Squadron ſu- 
perior to that propoſed to have been kept upon our 
own, Coaſts, or with an Army faperior to that pro- 
poſed to have been kept at Home; and however 
— our People my be diſſatisfied. with the 
eaſures of our Adminiſtration, tis well known, 
that, in no part of our Dominions, the Majority of 
the People can with the leaſt Shadow of Juſtice be 
faid to be difafeFed to his Majeſty. Therefore, ſup- 
poſe the Spaniards had privately embarked a few re- 
gular. Forces, and thoſe Forces had eſcaped our Squa - 
drons at Sea, let them have landed where they would, 
we muſt ſuppoſe, that a much greater Number of 
our People would have joined our regular Troops 
againft them, than would have joined with them; 
and as they could neither have returned to, nor. 
received any, Supplies from their own Country, 
they muſt certainly - have been all cut to Pieces, 
or. made Priſoners of War: This would certainly 
have been their Fate; and the Certainty of this 
Fate would have made it ridiculous for the Court of 
Spain to attempt any ſuch Thi 5. e 
But it may be replied, that tho' Spain could not 
invade us, yet France might; and as we were not 
ſure what Part France might take in the War, it 
was neceſſary to provide againſt an Invaſion from 
France as well as Spain. F Te 
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To this I anſwer, that lat Summer the French Na- 
vy was in ſo bad Order, that it was impoſſible for 
them, in fix Months, to provide a Squadron faperior . 
to that propoſed to have been kept upon our own 
Coaſts, and ſtill more impoſſible for them to provide 
ſuch a Number of Tranſports, as would have been 
neceſſary for tranſporting an Army ſufficient to conquer 


this Kingdom, when ſo much united, as 4 War a 
| gainſt Spain, vigerou/y proſecuted, would of Courfe; © 
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have rendered us. , it would have 
Summer impoſſible for France and Spain join 
ther, to have fitted out ſuch àa Squadron 
have been ſufficient to have protected their own Do- 
minions, either in Europe or America.—If the French 
had then openly engaged, we might have ruined 
their Settlements in America, eſpecially their Sugar 


— before they could have ſent thither any 


uadron ſufficient for their Protection; and it would 
have been extremely difficult for them to repair or 


becauſe all Sorts of Naval Stores they muſt have 
other Countries, and as all ſuch are contraband, 
they might, and certainly would have been ſeized 
by us, tho' on board neutral Ships, upon its appear- 
ing that they were bound to any Port in France or 
Spain This would have rendered it impoſſible for 
them to get ſuch a Quantity of uch Materials as 
would have been ſufficient for enabling them to cope 
with us at Sea.— This the Miniſters of France were 
ſenſible of; therefore, we might have depended on 
it, that France would not have engaged in the War for 
many Months after its Commencement ; and the Dan- 
ger of cheir engaging afterwards, ought to have been 
a ſtrong Motive for us, to make the beſt Uſe of our 
Time at the Beginning; in order to force Spain to a 
Peace, or to a ourſelves in the Poſſeſſion of 
forge of their beſt Settlements in America, before 
France had time to Eu for their ¶ iſtance. 


N * As 


as would 
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increaſe their Navy, during an open War with us; 


As for the Danger we were in of an Hvaſion 
from Sweden, which ſome miniſterial Favourites have 
been pleaſed to frighten us with, it was ſo chimeri- 
cal, that it deſerves no Anſwer ; eſpecially, when 
we conſider, that we had, at a moſt extraordinary 
national Expence, ſecured Denmark in our Intereſt, 
and might without any Expence have ſecured 
Muſeovy; for I am told, an Alliance was laſt Spring 
-.. propoled by that powerful Empire, upon mot 

' advantageous Terms for us. Why it was not 
accepted of, I cannot imagine; for we ſhall always 
be able to make beiter Terms, when our Alliance 
is courted, than when we are obliged to become 
Sutors, | Fl | 
Now with regard to the Objections that may be 
made to the Prudence of the Meaſures I have pro- 
poled. Firſt, It may be ſaid, that the Emperor, 
the French, and the Dutch, are engag'd to gua- 
rantee to the preſent Royal Family of Spain, the 
entire Poſſeſſion of all the Dominions yielded to them 
by Treaties ; and that therefore, if we ſhould attempt 
to take from them any of their Poſſeſſions in Ame- 


rica, theſe three Powers would be obliged to join 
with Spain againſt us. h | peta 
This Objection I ſhould not have mentioned, if 
ſome of our Miniſterial Writers had not already 
made uſe of it; for every one knows, that if any 
Nation, by attacking another, or by Violations and 


Breaches of ſolemn Treaties, brings a War upon it 
ſelf, its Neighbours or Allies are of Courſe ſet free 
from every Guaranty, nay from every defenſive Al- 
liance they are engaged in with the offending Na- 
tion, Their pretending to ſupport or fulfil any 
Guaranty upon ſuch an Occaſion, would be a ma- 
nifeſt Injuſtice -to the Nation. fo attack'd or in- 
jured ; and it is, I muſt fay, ſurpriſing to hear this 
Objection made by thoſe very Men, who, in the Year 
- 1733, made uſe of ibis very Excuſe, for our not 

1 performing 


8 


e ew 5 . v0. 


( 


performing to the Emperor that Guaranty which we 
had engaged in but in the Year 1731. Whether this 
Excuſe was then well founded, I ſhall not now pre- 
tend to determine; but, *tis certain, that our mak- 
ing uſe of it at that Time, quite altered that Syſtem 
of Affairs in Europe, which we ourſelves had a great 
Hand in eſtabliſhing ; and, I believe, I may go ſo far 
as to ſay, that this Excuſe was not upon that, Oc- 
caſion ſo well founded, as ſuch an Excule would now - 


be, if it ſhould be made uſe of by the Emperor, 


France and Holland, for not aſſiſting Spain in the 
preſent War with us. We have been mgſt na- 
zoriouſly injured by Spain. We have ſhewn the moſt 
unparalleld Patience and Forbearance. We have 
made many repeated, and, I hope, earneſt Applica- 
tions for Reparation. We even at laſt agreed to ac- 
cept of the moſt trifling Reparation that was ever ac- 
cepted of by an injured Nation; and after that Re- 
paration was denied, notwithſtanding its having been 
ſolemnly and expreſsly promiſed, ſurely no Nation 
in Europe can pretend to ſtand obliged by any Gua- 
ranty, to aſſiſt Spain againſt us; or to prevent our 
taking ſuch Methods as we ſhall think fit, for re- 
venging ourſelves upon a Nation that has ſo groſsly 
abuſed and affronted us. | 
Such an Objection therefore there cannot be the 
leaſt Ground for; but then in the ſecond Place, it 


may be objected againſt the Prudence of what I have 


-propoſed, that tho* neither the Emperor nor Holland 
may think themſelves obliged by any Treaty, nor 
concerned in Intereſt, to aſſiſt, Spain againſt us, yer, 
if we ſhould pretend to make a Conqueſt of any of 

the Spaniſh Settlements in America, the French would 
think themſelves obliged in Intereſt, if not by Treaty, 
to endeavour. to prevent it, by joining with Spain 
againſt us, which would render the War extremely 
dangerous and vaſtly expenſive: Whereas, if we 
proſecute the War, only by ſeizing all the Spaniſb 
Ships we can meet with at Sea, and by preventing 


any 


® 
% 


any Correſpondence between the Spaniſb i 
in Europe and thoſe in America, the French will not 
think themſelves obliged in Intereſt to engage in the 
War; and by this Means we may in a few Tears 
bring the Spaniſb Affairs into ſuch Diſtreſs both in 
Europe and America, as mult at laſt force them to 
accept of Peace upon reaſonable Terms, without 
running ourſelves into any Danger, or being at any 
veky extraordinary Expence. 1 | 
In order to anſwer this Objection, I muſt lay it 
down as a Maxim, that it is very much our Intereſt 
to put d peedy as well as an honourable End to the 
War ; and after having laid this down as a Maxim, 
I ſhall examine, whether it be poſſible to put either 
a ſpeedy or an honourable End to. the War, by the 
Methods propoſed in this Objection.— As to that 
of proſecuting the War, by ſeizing and making 
Prize of ſuch of the Spaniſh Ships as we may meer 
with at Sea, which I ſhall beg Leave to call a P 
ralical War, I do not think we can propoſe to gain 
great Advantage: Nay, «pon the Balance we may 
perhaps find ourſelves Loſers... We would certainly 
be very great Loſers, if we ſhould hereafter take no 
better Care of our Trade, than we have done bither- 
10. The. Spaniards would carry on no Trade in 
their own Bottoms. We muſt ; and in Spite of 
all the Precautions we could take, their Privateers 
would be every now and then ſnapping up ſome of 
our Merchant Ships, they found failing without Con- 
voy, or ſeparated, perhaps by a Storm, from the 
Convoy appointed them. Therefore, I muſt con- 
clude, that if we take no other Method for proſecut- 
ing the War, it may laſt for theſe enty Years; 
during all which Time, we muſt keep a ſtrong Squa- 
dron in the Mediterranean, another in the Weſt Indies, 
anda third at Home, together with a numerous Stand- 
ing Army to guard us againſt that terrible Thing call- 
ed an Invaſion. | . 
Now let us ſee; whether we could force _ to 
| a Com- 


a Complahce by the other Method propoſed, which 
is that of preventing any Correſpondence being car- 
ried on, between their Dominions in Europe and thoſe 
in America. This I ſhall grant we may, by proper 
Meaſures, pretty effectually prevent; at leaſt we 
could prevent the carrying on of ſuch a Correſpon- 
dence in any Spaniſh Bottoms, or in any Ships that 
appeared to belong to the Spaniards ; but then I 
muſt obſerve, that if we ſucceed in this, we render 


the other Method entirely ineffectual: A Pyratal _ 
War, where there is nothing to take, would ſighity 


nothing: It would be all Loſ and no Gain to us 3 


ſo that if we take this Method of preventing any 
Spaniſh Ships paſſing or repaſſing from Spain to 


America we muſt truſt to it alone, for putting an 


End to the War. And I muſt farther obſerve, that 


the .moſt effeflual Way for preventing this Correſ- 
pondence, is by ſtationing our Men of War and Pri- 


vateers properly in the American Seas: It can never 
be done /o effeftually in the Seas of Europe; and we 


know how deſtructive it is, both for our Ships and 


Seamen, to keep them. hovering conſtantly upon the. 


Spaniſh Coaſts of America. However, ſuppoſe 
we put ourſelves to this Expence, and that it effectu- 
ally anſwered the End intended, what ſhould hinder 
the Spaniards from opening a Trade between Old 
Spain and their Settlements in America, to all the 
Nations in Europe except this? We could not pre- 
tend to ſeize Neutral Ships, nor to take any Thing 
but contraband Goods out of them, which neither 
Gold nor Silver is; and all the Gold and Silver, and 
other Effects, on board theſe Ships would be loaded 
by foreign Factors reſiding in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, 
and conſigned to foreign Factors reſiding in Spain. 
m—_— js troe, we-wiſely obtained by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, for-I hope I may ſay, there were ſome 
wiſe Things done by that Treaty, notwithſtanding 
its being now ſo much the Faſhion to rail at it; 1 ſay, 
we wiſely obtained by that Treaty a Stipulation from 
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the French, that they eld not obtain o 855 f 
any other Uſage of Navigation and Trade to Spain, 
and the Spaniſh Indies, than what was praiſed 
there in the Reign of the late King Charles II. of Spain; 
bur we have no ſuch Stipulation with any ather Na- 
tion in Europe, and I doubt much if any one of them 
would be /o complaiſant io us, as to refuſe to be Car- 
riers for the Spaniards. Even the French would 
in ſuch a Caſe pretend, they were free from the Sti- 
pulation I have mentioned; becauſe in the above- 
. .mentioned Article there are theſe Words, or than 
"what foall likewiſe be fully given and granted at the 
ame Time to other Nations and People, concerned in 
Trade. And ſince we now appear ſo much afraid of 
the French joining in the War againſt us, I queſtion 
much if we would ben venture to provoke their 
doing fo, by compelling a ſtrict Obſervance of that 
Stipulation, Thus it muſt appear, that the 
War may in this Shape, and by this Method of Pro- 
ſecution, be as laſting as in the other; and it will of 
courſe be more expenſive and le, advantageous to us. 
I ſhall moſt readily grant, that by proſecuting the 
War according to either of theſe Methods, we are 
in no Danger of having the French engage againſt 
us; becauſe it is their Intereſi not only to engage 
us in ſuch a War, but to make it as laſting as poſſible. 
— During ſuch a War, they will have a great 
Advantage over us in Trade, in every Part of the 
World except the Baltick ; for our Merchant Ships 
can fail no where elſe without Convoy ; and the 
waiting for Convoy is always expenſive to the Mer- 
chant, and ſometimes makes his Ship come too late 
to the Market. This will enable the French to 
underſell us, and thereby worm us out of our Trade, 
in Portugal, Italy, and Turtey; and during the Pro- 
hibition of our . they will have an Op- 
portunity of eſtabliſhing the Uſe of ibeirs in all the 
Spaniſh Dominions both in Europe and America: 
Nay, as I have ſaid, they may perhaps get into an 
| open 
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oper Fade with the latter} and they would, be- 
ſides, gain many other Advantages by the Prolonga- 
tion of the War between this Nation and Spain, 
which I have not room to mention. | | 

Therefore as it is the Buſineſs of the French to 
have the War we are now engaged in prolonged, it is 
our Buſinefs to bring it to as ſpeedy a as 


poſſible; and the only Way of doing this, 1s: b 
making Conqueſts upon the Spaniards in Ameriea--- 
This is not only the proper Methgg, for 
bringing the War to a ſpeedy Concluſion, but it is 


the only Method by which we can obtain a ſufficient 
Recompence for the Damage and Expence we have 
already ſuſtained, or may hereafter ſuſtain, —— 
We cannot expect, that all the Piracies we can make 
upon the Spaniards at Sea will atone for the Loſſes 
we may ſuffer, and the Expence we muſt be at; and 
we can leſs expect, that, at the End of a heavy and 


tedious War, the King of Spain will be able to pay 


us a Sum of Money equal to our Loſſes and Ex- 
pence, even if we ſhould at laſt force him to promiſe 
it by Treaty. Whereas there are ſeveral Conqueſts 
we may make in the Weſt Indies, that would be a 


ſufficient Atonement to the Nation; and a ſucceſs- 


ful Attack upon the Spaniards, in that Part of the 
World, would certainly produce an immediate Peace, 
becauſe they would thereby be compelled to agree to 
any Terms we pleaſed to r* 8 = 

From what I have ſaid, I think, *cis plain, that 
it was ridiculous in us to declare War againſt Spain, 
or to think of righting ourſelves by force of Arms, 
without reſolving to begin with puſhing the War 
in the moſt effectual Manner, by an Attack upon 
ſome of their Settlements in the Veſt Indies, and 
that without the leaſt Regard to what France might 
in ſuch a Caſe refolve to do. I ſhall grant it 
would be both dangerous and expenſive for us, to 
ſtand ſingle and alone in a War againſt France and 
N | G Spain. 


like the Spirit of the Engliſh Nation? 


Spain. What then ? 
nour avoid engaging in, the War ?——Muſt we lye 
down and die for Fear, becauſe we think we are 
overmatched ? . Would ſuch a Conduct look 
The 
Manes of our Anceſtors, who came off Victors 


from the glorious Fields of Agincourt, Poitiers, and 
: Winnendale, notwithſtanding the vaſt Inequality of 
Numbers, would rife up in Judgment againſt us, 


-- 


. Therefore with them, let us reſolve to cut our Way 


with our Swords, through the Mullitade of Foes that 
ſurround us, or die gloriouſly in the Attempt. 

But here, I know, the Danger of an Invaſion 
from France, with the Pretender at its Head, will 
be repeated upon me, and repreſented in the moſt 
Bideous Light. Tho' I have already anſwered 
this Objection, yet give me Leave to obſerve, that 
this Bug- bear could never be made ufe of with 4 
Weight than in the preſent War. It is the moſt 
genuine Engliſh War that this Nation has been engag- 
ed in, ever ſince the Days of Queen Elizabeth —— 
It has united the Hearts of the whole Nation in Af- 
fection and Duty to his Majeſty ; and if the Con- 
duct of it had been put into the Hands of a popular 
Adminiſtration, it would have united the Hands and 
the Purſes of the People in a vigorous Proſecution, 
and in repelling every Invaſion, every "Attack, that 
could give the leaſt Interruption to that Proſecution. — 
Let us but give Satisfaction to our People, with re- 
gard to their Liberties, and take Care to arm and 
diſcipline the Militia, ſingle and alone we ſhall have 
no occaſion to fear the united Power of France and 
Spain: We ſhall then ſtand in no need of a numerous 
Standing Army for keeping out the Pretender, and 


much leſs of foreign Auxiliaries. 


As for the latter, I hope I ſhall never fee any 
more of them brought into this Kingdom, for that 
or any other Purpoſe.—It is difficult, It is almoft 

impoſlible 


For, where a little Booty is to be got; and therefore 
in all our Civil Diſſentions, even when actual Re- 
bellion breaks out, our Government ought to truſt 
its Defenſe to its own People. —New Regiments ought 
to be raiſed, or any Method taken, rather than call 
in foreign Troops, —It is ridiculous, as well as dange- 
rous, to call foreign Troops to our Aid, whilſt a great 
many of our old brave Officers are ſtarving upon Half. 


pay; and Multitudes of young Gentlemen languiſpingg 


under the low Character and ſcanty Subſiſtence of Sub- 
altern Officers in our Army.—By railing new Regi- 
ments, inſtead of calling in foreign Troops, the former 
would be provided for and the latter advanced.— a vio- 
lent Spirit of Diſaffection rendered it excuſable in the 
late Reign; but tho? then practiſed for the Support 
of the Royal Family againſt a diſaffefied Party, I 
hope I ſhall never ſee it practiſed for the Support of 
a Miniſter againſt the Diſconteuts of the whole People. 
— This the Gentlemen of the Army ſhould themſelves 
conſider of; for if ever foreign Troops ſhould be 
called in to ſupport a Miniſter againſt an Tn/arreFion 
of the People, they may be probably kept here to 
ſecure the ſame Miniſter againſt a Mutiny in the Army. 
For this Reaſon I cannot altogether approve of 
the Terms of our late Treaty with Denmark.—lt 
was certainly right to engage that Crown in our In- 
tereſt ; but fince we were to pay /o well for it, I 
think we ſhould have ſtipulated ſuch a Number of 
Troops, or ſuch a Number of Ships of Var, accord- 
ing as we might have Occaſion.— We can have no 
occaſion for the Troops, under the Condition upon which 
they are ſtipulated, unleſs we form an Army upon the 
Continent of Europe; and That we cannot pretend 
to, without the Conjunction of /everal other Powers, 
beſides that of Denmark, which we then had, Iam 
afraid we till have but very little Hopes of... 
If we ſhould have no mo to deal with but Spain, 
* | : We 
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we can have no occaſion''for the Daniſh 


National Troops, than ſubmit to the Danger of call- 
ing in half that Number of foreign. Our Liberties 
may be in Danger by a numerous Standing Army 


of pur own Troops, but they are certainly much more 


in Danger, when the Obedience of our own Troops to 


the arbitrary Commands of an ambirious Prince or 
wicked Prime Miniſter, is ſecured by à large Body 
of foreign Mercenaries, who have no Friends or Re- 
lations in the Country to take Care of, nor any Mo- 
tives for refuſing to obey the moſt arbitrary, the moſt 


illegal, the moſt cruel Commands. Therefore, be- 


ſides the Injury that is done to the Officers of our own 


| Troops, by preventing their Advancement in the 


Army, beſides the Afront that is put upon our own 
Armies, by ſhewing a Diffidence either in their Ho- 
nour or their Courage, the calling in of foreign Troops 
muſt always be of the moſt dangerous Confequence 


to our Liberties —For this Reaſon, it ought never to 


be allowed of, but in a Caſe of the moſt abſolute 
Neceſſity; and even then, not without the Con- 
ſent of Parliament.—It ought to be made High- 
Treaſon for any Subject of Britain, to adviſe calling 
them in, or a/if in bringing them over, without 
fuch previous Conſent ; for if they ſhould be called in 
with a View to oppreſ our Liberties, and once fafely 


landed, it would be eaſy to obtain the Approbation 


of Parliament, becauſe few would venture to declare 
their Diſapprobation. bY 
But now to return to my Subject; ſuppoſe we had 
been certain, that France would have declared againſt 
w us 
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ſubmitted to proſecute it according to their Directions; 


very Commencement of this War, unleſs we 
and ſuppoſe we had no Hopes of being able to ſtand 
alone againſt the united Power of France and Spain; 
was this Nation ſo ſunk in its Character at foreign 
Courts, or was the Power of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
by our Fondneſs for Negotiation, become ſo terrible, 
that we could upon no Terms prevail with the other 


Powers of Europe to form a Confederacy apainſt 
it? — Surely it was not the Intereſt of any one of 
the other Powers of Europe to allow the Houſ of 


Bourbon to add Great Britain to its other extenſive 
Dominions, or to make our Sovereign a ſort of Vice- 
King under his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ; and if it was 
not their Intereſt, what could prevail with them, ſo 
far to neglect themſelves as to neglect us? — This could 
not proceed from any Diſregard to a Nation from 
which ſome of them had, in former Times, received 


ſuch ſubſtantial Marks of Friendſhip, nor could it 


proceed from any want of Confidence in our Power, 
ſince they had from Experience ſo good Reaſon to 
truſt to it.— It could proceed from nothing but @ want 
of Confidence in our Conduct, and this obliges me to 
mention another Meaſure which withRepgret | mention, 
and yet 1 am obliged to ſay, that I think we ought ts 
have taken it, as ſoon as we ſaw that a War was become 
inevitable: It is a Meaſure which I muſt think was 
abſolutely neceſſary for ſecuring the Succeſs of the 
War in which we were about to engage: I mean 4 
Change in our Adminiſtration, or at leaſt the removing 
of ſome Perſons that had at that Time an Influence 
in our Councils.—This does not proceed from any 
perſonal Diſſite or Diſreſpect to any Man that now is, 
or has lately been concerned in the Adminiſtration.— 
I have no Motives of 2 private Nature to deſire ſuch 
a Change.—I never ſhall, I hope, allow myfelf to 
be governed by ſuch.— It proceeds intirely from the 
Regard I have to the Safety and Honour of my 

5 | Country. 
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Conntry.—A War with Spain alone, we kn w, could 
be no way dangerous to hit Nation. — The only Dan- 
ger we were in was that of France's joining with Spain 
againſt us; and the only proper Method for prevent- 
ing this, was that of forming an Alliance with the 
mot powerful States upon the Continent, which could 
not be done without bringing the Emperor of Germany 
into the Alliance.— Therefore, if there was any Man 
in our Councils, who, by his former Conduct, had 
given Cauſe of Fealouſy or Diſtaſte to the Court of Vi- 
enna, he ought to have been removed; for could 
we expect that the Court of Vienna would cordially enter 
into a Negotiation, and much leſs into an Alliance 
againſt ſuch a formidable Power as that of France and 
Spain, whilſt our Councils were any Way influenced 
by thoſe, whoſe Engagements or Conduct, they thought, 
ivy could put no Confidence in ? | | 
ſhall not enter upon the invidious, perhaps dan- 
gerous, Taſk, of ſhewing that there are ſome amongſt 
us, who, from their paſt Conduct, can expect no Fa- 
vours, no Confidence, from the Court of Vienna, 
or indeed, from any Court in Europe, except thoſe 
of France and Spain. Let us conſider our Conduct 
for theſe fifteen Years paſt, and then let every Man 
lay his Hand upon bis Heart, and declare upon bis 
Conſcience, whether he does not think, there are 
ſome ſuch Men amongſt us?—lIf there are, I am ſure, 
in the preſent Juncture of Affairs, they ought not to 
be admitted into any of his Majeſty's Councils.— 
Our Gazettes and News Papers may tickle our Hopes, 
and amuſe us, with the warlite Preparations of the 
Dutch, —The Dutch may, they ought, at ſuch a Cri- 
ſis, to increaſe their Forces both by Sea and Land; 
but if France ſhould declare againſt us, it is almoſt 
impoſſible for them to declare in our Favour, unleſs 
we could procure them an Alliance upon the Continent 
fufficient to protect them at Land, which, I'm afraid, 
cannot be done, unleſs we recover that Friendſhi 
. | an 
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and Confidence at the Court of Vienna, which we 
ought to cultivate, even at any Expence, as long as 
there remains ſuch an Unity between France and 
Spain. —Nay, even with Reſpect to the Dutch them- a ö 

ſelves, whatever outward Appearances may be kept | 
up, I'm afraid, ſome of the leading Men of that 
State entertain a Sort of Jealouſy of our Conduct: 

In ſome of our late Meaſures relating to them, we 
ought to have gone farther, or ue ought not to have gone jo 

far.— And with Regard to Pruſſia, every one knows, 
that we have had no very good Intelligence with that 
Court, ever ſince we diſappointed his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty with Regard to the Affair of Thorn, which 
Affair was his principal Motive for joining with us 

ö in the Treaty of Hanover. 

Fx Theſe were the three Powers of Europe whoſe 

Alliance we ought, upon the preſent Occaſion, to 
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{& have courted with the moſ# Ardor ; and if there were 
. any amongſt us who, by their paſt Conduct, had 
, iven all or any of theſe Powers a Diſguſt, ſuch 
2 erſons ought to have been removed from having 
* any Hand, for the future, in the Direction of our 
* Affairs. Therefore, if we are obliged to proſe- 
is cute the War againſt Spain, according io French Di- 
ha reftions, and by ſo doing to make it laſt, till our 
1 own Trade be ruined and the Trade of France eſta- 
= bliſhed 3 if we ſhould be obliged to allow France, 


behind the Curtain, t make ſuch a Peace for us, as 
ſhe has lately made for the Emperor; or if we ſhould 
= fink under the Burthen of ſtanding ſingle and alone 
againſt the united Power of France and Spain; I ſhall 
impute the Misfortune to our not having removed 


| from our Councils (if there are any ſuch) thoſe who, 
1 by their Conduct, had given our ancient and moſt na- 
ut tural Allies ſuch a Diffidence or Diſtaſte, as to make 
J them xeg/e their own Intereſt, rather than join in an 
— Alliance ith us. 


From 
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From hence it muſt ppear, that if there was any 
Weight in the Objection made againſt the Prudence 
of our Beginning the War by an Attack upon the 

Spaniards in America, it proceeded wholly from our 
not having put our Affairs under a new Direction as 
ſoon as we found that a War was become inevitable. 
If we had dane this, I am convinced, we ſhould 
have been, before this Time, in Poſſeſſion of ſome of 
the chief Spaniſh Settlements in America, and that they 
would not have been in Poſſeſſion of near the Num- 
beFof Britiſh Merchant Ships. lt is really amazing, 
that in ainè Months Time we ſhould not have made 
the leaſt Step towards doing any Thing that could be 
effeftual for ſpeedily compelling the Spaniards to ſub- 
mit to reaſonable Terms.—It is amazing that in fix 
or ſeuen Months Time, they ſhould have been able to 
take at Sea 50 or 60 Britiſh Merchant Ships, beſides 
thoſe they ſeized in their Ports. —It is amazing, that 
in ſo long a Time, we could not lay hold of ſo much 
as ane of thoſe Privateers that have done us ſo much 
Damage. But above all, it is amazing, that zo this 
Day, we have not, fo far as I can hear, one Man of 
Har, large or ſmall, cruizing off of the Port of 

St. Sebaſtian, notwithſtanding the many Privateers 
that have been fitted out at hat Port, and the great 
Number of Englifþ Merchant Ships that have been 
raken by them.—This is a bad Omen of our future 
Conduct; and can be no Encouragement to our an- 
cient Allies, to join with us in any new Alliance, 
And it is the more inexcuſable, becauſe we cannot 
z0w propoſe to ſet out upon any Expedition againſt 
the Spaniards in America, before the Month of Auguſt 

or September next.—By that Time the French will 
have had above a Tear to repair and increaſe their 
Navy without Interruption; and therefore, if they 
then find us without a powerful Alliance upon the 
Continent, they may probably, nay, I believe they 
will certainly, reſolve to engage in the War, _— 

than 


ny 
x 


#Q 

as 

0 

. w «5 


r 
n 


- 
* 


a” 
- 5 
89 


I N. CI. 1 
, ( 37") 2 
than allow us to make ourſelves Maſters of any of 
the Spaniſh Settlements in America. 

Therefore, if a ſtrong foreign Alliance was neceſ- 
ſary at the Beginning of this War, it is zow become 
more neceſſary ; and for this Reaſon, if à Change of 
Pilots was neceſſary at the Beginning of the War, it 
is now more neceſſary than it was at rt. 
We have already neglected, — irrecoverably, I'm 
afraid, neglected that Opportunity which alone 
could have enabled us to ſtand Single and alone ze 
gainſt the united Power of France and Spain. If 
we had got Poſſeſſion of ſome of the chief Spaniſh 
Settlements in America, before the French could have 
come to their Aſſiſtance, we might have carried on 
the War for ſeveral Years againſt both with Succeſs, 
we might have concluded it with Honour; bur if the 
French, after a twelve Month's «ninterrupted Pre- 

ration, ſhould join the Spaniard, before we have, 
in the leaſt, diminiſhed the Power of the latter, I 
fear, that, without @ powerful Afiſtance from our 
Neighbours upon the Continent, neither the Progreſs 
nor the Event of the War will contribute much, ei- 
ther to our Advantage or Reputation; eſpecially, if 
the Conduct of it be left to hoſe, who neglected fo 
fair an Opportunity as we had /aft Summer, of force- 
ing the Spaniards to an immediate Peace, or of put- 
ing ourſelves in a Condition to carry on the War at 
their Expence. | 

This may ſhew us our preſent Danger. —T his may 
ſhew us how to avoid it. But now after having de- 
clared ſo expreſsly for à Change in the Adminiſtration, 
I muſt expect that the Advocates, who have ſhewn 
ſo much Wir, and ſo much Strength of Reaſon, in 


Vindication of every one of our late Meaſures both 


at Home and Abroad, from the Hanover Treaty to 
the late Convention with Spain, and from the Exciſe 
Scheme, to our late Conteſt about retaining Placemen 
and private Penſioners * Houſe of Commons X I 
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ſay I muſt expect, that theſe feady Advocates for un- 
ſteady Meaſures will pour forth a Deluge of their 
Wit 1 me. Il expect to be told, that I have 
been ſimple enough to take off the Maſk, and de- 
clare openly for that which is the only Thing the 
whole Patriot Party aim at. But I muſt deſire 
theſe Gentlemen to conſider, if their Joy at finding 
ſuch a Fund for Wit and Humour will give them 
Leave, that, upon the Suppoſition J have made, which I 
leave to every candid Reader to judge of, I have given 
g a mot ſubſtantial Reaſon, why every Man that wiſhes 
well to his Country ſhould now wifh for ſuch a Change. 
| -And to this I ſhall, without Scruple, add, 
that tho? our late Conduct, or preſent Circumſtances, 
had given no Occaſion for ſuch a Change, the Na- 
ture of our Conftitution requires it Our Mi- 
nifters, from the highef to the lowef?, ought be ac- 
countable to the People, as well as to their Sovereign, for 
their Conduct; but a Miniſter, by being continued 
40 ng in Power, may form ſuch a Party in the 
Kingdom, and take ſuch Meaſures, as may make it 
dangerous for both joined together to call hini to an 
Account; and he may eaſily, conſidering the Power 
now lodged in the Crown,make it abſolutely impoſſible 
for the People io call him to an Account, ſo long as 
he enjoys the Ear of his Sovereign; which will of 
Courſe encourage him to opprets and plunder the 
People, and to convert the whole Wealth of the Na- 
tion to the enriching of himſelf, and ſuch as ſhall 
ſhew themſelves to be his obedient and ſubmiſſive 
Slaves, It is therefore extremely proper, 301 
for King and People, that every Miniſter ſhould think 
himſelf liable to anſwer, even in this Life, as a pri- 

vate Man, for what he has done as 4 Publick. 
It is extremely dangerous to give any Miniſter room 
to ſuppoſe, that he is in for Life, -only becauſe he 
reckons the King's Life a better Life than his on; 
for when a Miniſter begins to imagine, he cannot, 
9 in 
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our Destruction becomes at laſt unavoidable. 
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in this Life, be made to account for his Actions, it is 

great odds but he becomes a moſt anaccountable 
Miniſter. | 1 

From what I have ſaid it is, I think, evident, that 

a Change in our Adminiſtration is a Meaſure which is 

not only agreeable to our Conſtitution, but in the 

Caſe I have ſuppoſed abſolutely neceſſary in our 

preſent Circumſtances. We are in Danger of 


being obliged to conclude this War by a diſhonour- | 
able and deſtructive Peace, or of being obliged, by - 
French Menaces, to carry it on in the moſt tedious and 


the moſt ruinous Manner. This Danger I have 
ſhewn to be no greater than it was at the Beginning 
of the War. We have no Way of avoiding 
this Danger but by a vigorous Proſecution of the 
War, in the moſt effeftual ' Manner, againſt Spain, 


and ſecuring ourſelves againſt the forcible Interpolition 


of France, by a powerful Alliance upon the Conti- 
nent. Can we expect a vigorous Proſecution 
from tboſe who, by their Paſillauimity, have in- 
volved us in the War? - — Can we expect, 
that zboſe who, by their Conduct, have ——— 
us Allyl:/s, ſhould procure us an effeftual Alliance? 
Without 4 Change of Men we cannot well 
expect a Change of Meaſures ; and therefore, I dread 
our being amuſed with Expedient after Expedient, till 


During laſt Seſſion of Parliament, we. were diverted 
with a preliminary Convention. During this, 
we have been diverted with Preparations againſt, and 
a few Piracies committed upon the Enemy, 

And during next, we may be diverted with an ex- 


penſive Expedition to the Weſt-Indies 53 but without 
ſuch a Change as I have mentioned, I ſhall, from 


thence expect no Succeſs: At leaſt I ſhall expect, 


that the Succeſs will be prevented by 4 Suſpenſion of 
Arms and a Congreſs; and with that Congreſs we may 


perhaps be diverted as long as we have already. been 
with Negotiation,—Imbarkations we may have, 
* E Encamp» 
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Encampments we ſhall probably have, for the Di- 
verſion of our Ladies, and the Entertainment of 
thoſe Officers and Soldiers, who delight more in 
Feats of Gallantry, than in Feats of Arms; but if 
we be governed by French Counſels, I ſhall expect 
to hear of no Battles, much leſs of any Triumphs; 
and I muſt particularly recommend it to the Con- 
ſideration of the young Gentlemen of our Army, whe- 
ther it would not be more honourable, more advan- 
tageous, and, I am ſure, more deſirable to moſt of 
them, to be gaining Riches, Renown, and Prefer- 
ment, or an honourable Death, in an Enemy's Coun- 
try, than to be loilering away the Flower of their 
Age in a voluptuous and inglorious Camp, either in 


Hh) de- Park, or upon Hounſlow or Black Heath. 


The appointing of thoſe who are to be the Na- 
tion's chief Counſellors and Conductors, I ſhall moſt 


readily allow to be a Prerogative inherent in the 
Crown alone; but in this, as in every other Branch 
of the Preragative, the Parliament may interpoſe by 
#5 Advice; and his preſent Majeſty has always ſhewn 


ſuch a Regard to the Advice of bis Parliament, and 
to the Happineſs and Security of his People, that he 
certainly will comply with what may appear to be 
the Deſire of his Parliament. If our King 
were an abfolute Monarch, or if we had not now ſub- 
fiſting a Parliament that, I hope, will be allowed to 
be perfectly free and independent, I ſhould not have 
taken the Trouble of communicating to the Publick 
my Thoughts, either of our paſt Conduct or preſent 
Danger; not becauſe of any perſonal Riſk I might 
run, but becauſe I could not expect to do any Service 
to my Ceuntry; for when I think I can do à Service 10 
my Country, 1 ſhall always defpiſe the Danger I may 
thereby expoſe myſelf to, let it proceed from what 
Quarter it will. But as our Monarchy is limit- 
ed, as our Parliament not only has a Right, but 
dare give a free and ſincere Advice to their Sovereign, 
without Regard to the moſt favourite Miniſter, 2 
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they will, before the End of this Seſſion, take the pre- 
ſent dangerous Situation of their Country into their 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, —-eTIf any Thing I 
have ſaid can contribute in the leaſt towards making 
them reſolve to do ſo, I ſhall think I have done 
Country a real Service; becauſe I am convinced they 
will zhen give their Sovereign that Advice which, in 
their great Wiſdom, they may think beſt, for eſ- 
chewing the Danger we are now expoſed to. Rn x 
Our Conteſt ow, is not about who ſhall be in, or 


who ſhall be out It is ao about the Salvation 


of our Country ; and I hope no Man will think, that 
the Gratitude he may owe to Miniſters, ſhould, up- 
on any Occaſion, prevail with him to make a Sacri- 
fice of his Country. If thoſe that are now in 
have, by cultivating oo long and too cloſe a Correſ- 
pondence with France, rendered themſelves obnoxi- 
ous to our ancient and moſt natural Allies, they muſt 
be out, or their Country may run the Riſk of being 


ſacrificed to their Continuance in Power, If this 


be the Caſe, they can no longer hold it, but by the 
Friendſhip of France and the enſlaving of their Coun- 
try. In ſuch a Dilemma, if they are ſenſible of 
their being brought into any ſuch, and have the leaft 
Regard for their Country, they will voluntarily reſign 
their Power, rather than hold it by ſuch a diſho- 


' nourable Tenure. If they ſhould not in ſuch a 


Caſe do it voluntarily and freely, our Parliament ma 
interpoſe, and by that Means they ought io be m 

to yield to thoſe who may be more acceptable to the 
foreign Powers whoſe Friendſhip we now ſtand ſo 
much in Need of, —But ſuppoſe there were no foreign 
Cauſe for a Change, ſurely the People have more Rea- 


| ſon to place a Confidence in thoſe who deſire to ren- 
der it almoſt impoſſible for any Miniſter to ſcreen his 


Conduct from a legal, a ſtrict, and an impartial In- 
quiry, than in thoſe who inſiſt upon it as a Part of 
our Conſtitution, that the Conduct of no m— 

ſhall 
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ſhall or can be fairly 2 gud into, ſo long as he has 
the Canning and good Luck to preſerve the Favour 
of his Prince; which I am ſute will be the Caſe, if 
it ſhould ever bein the Powe - of a Miniſter, to have 
a Majority of Place-men and Penſioners in the Houſe 
of Commons.— And I will aver, that during a 

us foreign War, it is abſolutely necefſary to 
have the Adminiſtration in the Hands of thoſe, in 
whom the People are meſt likely to place an entire 
Confidence. Under a hated or deſpiſed Admini- 
tration, we can expect zo Conduct in our Officers, 
we can expect 70 Spirit or Courage in our Sailors or 
Soldiers : Every Campaign may make a Sacrifice of a 
General, as happened in the Emperor's late War a- 
painft the Turks ; but a few unfortunate Campaigns 
will at laft make a Sacrifice of our Country. — To 
which I muft add, and with this I ſhall conclude, 
that it would highly contribute to the Eſtabliſhment 
of our Credit at foreign Courts, to the Satisfaction of 
our People at Home, and to the Weight of every 
Reſolution we may take, were it publickly known, 
that the Heir apparent io our Crown aſſiſted at all 
our Councils, and that he was one of the chief Ad- 
viſers and Promoters of all the Treaties we conclude, 
and of all the publick Meaſures we reſolve to purſue ; 
for it would bea Satisfaction to our People to ſee the 
Prince learning the Art of Government before he 
came to have n practiſe it; and it would 
be an Aſſurance to our Neighbours, that his Royal 


 Highnefs's Acceſſion to our Crown would produce 


no Alteration in our Meaſures; ſo that our Enemies 
could from thence entertain no Hopes, nor our Allies 


any Fears, th 


